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8 IR. 
N a late Converſation we had together 
upon the Subject of the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion, I told you, that beſides all the 
' Proofs of it which may be drawn from the Pro- 
phecies of the Old 7 eftament, from the neceſ- 
ſary Connection it has with the whole Syſtem 


ef the "Jun Religion, from the Miracles of 
A2 Cbriſ, 


ö 
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_ Obſervations on the Converſion = 


Chriſt, and from the Evidence given of his Re- 
ſurrection by all the other Apoſtles, I thought 


the Converſion and the Apoſtleſhip of St. Paul | 


alone, duly conſidered, was of itſelf a Demon- 
ſtration ſufficient to prove en to be a 
Divine Revelation. | 


As you ſeem'd to think that ſo compen- 


dious a Proof might be of Uſe to convince 


thoſe Unbelievers that will not attend to a 
longer Series of Arguments, I have thrown 
together the Reaſons upon which 1 ſupport 
that Propoſition, | 


Ix the 405 Chapter of the Ag: of the 
Apoſtles, writ by a Cotemporary Author, and 
a Companion of St. Paul in preaching the 
Goſpel, as appears by the Book itſelf, Ch. xx. 
Ver. 6, 13, 14. Ch. xxvii. Ver. 1. &c. St. Paul 
is faid to have given himſelf this Account of 
his Converſion and Preaching, to King Azgrip- 
pa; and Fe ſt us the Roman Governor : . 
| Manner of Life from my Youth, which 
was, at the firſt, among mine own Nation 
at Feruſalem, know all the Jews, which knew 
f me fn the Beginning 1 they would teſti⸗ 


. ty) 


* 


- 


and ipoſtleſtip of St. Pat = 
fy) that after the ſtricteſt Se& of our Re- 


ligion, I lived a Phariſee. And fd I ſtand 
and am judged fot the Hope of the Pro- 


miſe made by God unto our Fathers: Unto 


which Promiſe our twelve Tribes, 'inſtantly _ 


ſerving God Day and Night, hope to come: 
for which Hope's Sake, King Azrippa, 1 
am accuted by the Fews. Why ſhould it 
be thought a Thing incredible with you, 
that God ſhould raiſe the Dead? I verily 


thought with myſelf, that I ought to do 
many Things contrary to the Name of Jeſus 


of Nazareth. Which Thing J alſo did in 
Feruſalem, and many of the Saints did I 
ſhut up in Priſon, having received Autho- 


rity from the Chief Prieſts; and when they 
were put to Death, I gave my Voice againſt 


them. And I puniſhed them oft in every 
Synagogue, and compelled them to blaſ- 
pheme, and being exceedingly mad againſt 


them, I perſecuted them even unto ſtrange 
Cities. Whereupon, as I went to Damaſcus 


with Authority and Commiſſion from the 
Chief Prieſts, at Mid- day, O King, I ſaw 
in the Way a Light from Heaven, above 
the Brightneſs of the Sun, ſhining round 


about me, and them which journeyed with 
A - 8 me. 
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Obfſervations on the Converſion 
me. And when we were all fallen to the 
Earth, I heard a Voice ſpeaking unto me, 
and ſaying inthe Hebrew Tongue, Saul, Saul, 
why perſecuteſt thou me? It is hard for 
< thee to kick againſt the Pricks. And I 
«* ſaid, Who art thou, Lord? And he ſaid, I: 
am Jeſus whom thou perſecuteſt. But riſe, 
* ſtand upon thy Feet; for I have appeared 
unto thee for this purpoſe, to make thee. 
a Miniſter, and a Witneſs both of thoſe 
© Things which thou haſt ſeen, and of thoſe 
© Things in the which 1 will appear unto thee; 
| delivering thee from the People, and from 
the Gentiles, unto whom I now ſend thee, 
to open their Eyes, and to turn them from 
Darkneſs to Light, and from the Power of 
© Satan unto God, that they may receive 
© Forgiveneſs of Sins, and Inheritance among 
them which are ſanctified by Faith that is 
in me. Whereupon, O King Agrippa, I 
was not diſobedient to the heavenly Viſion: 
but ſhewed firſt unto them of Damaſcus, and 

at Feruſalem, and throughout all the Coaſt 
of Judea, and to the Gentiles, that they 
ſhould repent and turn to God, and do 

© Works meet for Repentance. For theſe 

* Cauſes the Jews caught me in the Temple, 
VV | and 


WW 4 of St. Pa u i“ 


and went about to kill me. Having there- 


fore obtained Help of God, I continue un · 


* to this Day witneſſing both to Small and 
Great, ſay ing none other Things than thoſe 
which Maſes and the Prophets did ſay ſnould 


come: That Chriſt ſhould ſuffer, and that 
he ſhould be the Firſt that ſhould rife 


from the Dead, and ſhould ſhew Light to 


the People, and to the Gentiles. And as he 
thus ſpake for himſelf, Ffus ſaid with a 
loud Voice, Paul, thou art beſide thyſelf ; 


much Learning doth make thee mad. But 
he ſaid, I am not mad, moſt noble Fefus, 


but ſpeak forth the Words of Truth and 


Soberneſs. For the King knoweth of theſe 
: Things, before whom allo I ſpeak freely; 


for I am perſuaded that none of theſe 
Things are hidden from him ; for this 
Thing was not done in a Corner, King 
Agrippa, believeſt thou the Prophets? 1 


know that thou believeſt.— Then Agrippa 
ſaid unto Paul, Almoſt thou perſuadeſt me 
to be a Chriſtian. And Paul faid, I would 


to God that not only thou, but alſo all 


that hear me this Day, were both almoſt 


and altogether ſuch as I am, except theſe 
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«1. | Obſervations on the Converf on 
Acts ch. Bonds.” In another Chapter of the ſame 


| —— ng Book he gives in Subſtance the ſame Account 
18. “ to the Jets, adding theſe further Particulars: 
And 1 faid, What ſhall I do, Lord? And 
the Lord ſaid unto me, Ariſe, and go into 
Damaſcus, and there it ſhall be told thee of 
© all Things which are appointed for thee to 
do. And when I could not fee for the 
« Glory of that Light, being led by the Hand 
of them that were with me, I came into 
Damaſcus. And one Ananias, a devout Man 
© according to the Law, having a good Re- 
port of all the Jets that dwelt there, came 
© unto me, and ſtood, and ſaid unto me, 
© Brother Sar, receive thy Sight; and the 
© ſame Hour I looked up upon him. And he 
*'faid, The God of our Fathers hath choſen 
© thee, that thou” ſhould'ſt know his Will, 
and ſee that Juſt One, and ſhould'ſt hear the 
© Voice of his Mouth. For thou ſhalt be his 
© Witneſs unto all Men of what thou haſt ſeen 
© and heard. And now why tarrieſt thou? 
Ariſe, and be baptized, and waſh away thy 
Sins, calling on the Name of the Lord.“ 
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” In the IXch Chapter of the ſame Book, 
the Author of it relates the ſame Story with 
ſome 


and Apoſtieſnip of St. Pa ui. 9 


ſome other Circumſtances not mentioned in 


theſe Accounts: As, that Saul in a Viſion ſaw Acts, ch. | 


Ananias before he came to him coming in, and ” TT 
putting his Hand upon him that be might receive 
his Sight. And that when Auanias had ſpoken 

to him, immediately there © fell from bis ON as 

it bad been Scales. 


AnD agreeably to all theſe Accounts, St. Acts, bil. 


Paul thus ſpeaks of himſelf in the Epiſties he Ser . 

wrote to the ſeveral Churches he planted; the 

Authenticity of which cannot be doubted 
without overturning all Rules, by which the 

Authority and Genuineneſs of any Writing 

can be proved, or confirmed. 


To the Galatians he ſays: I certify you, Gal. ch. i. 
© Brethren, that the Goſpel which was preach- . 2 £ 
ed by me is not after Man. For I neither 15, 16. 
received it of Man, neither was 1 taught it, 

but by the Revelation of Jeſus Chriſt. For 
ye have heard of my Converſation in Time 

paſt in the Jews Religion, how that beyond 
Meaſure I perſecuted the Church of God, 

and waſted it. And profited in the Fezs 
Religion above many mine Equals in my 

own Nation, being more exce:dingly zealous 

of 
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Mother's Womb, and called me by his 
Grace, to reveal his Son in me, that 1 
* might preach him among the Heathen, im- 


Phil. c. ĩĩi. 


V. 4, 5 6, 


| 7» 8. 


Obſervations on the Converſion 
of the Traditions of my Fathers. But when 
it pleaſed God, who ſeparated me from my 


* mediately I confer'd not with Fleſh and 
; Blood, Ree.” 


To the Philippians he ſays, * If any other 


* 


6 troſt i in the Fleſh, I more: circumciſed the 


eighth Day, of the Stock of /rael, of the 


« Tribe of Benjamin, an Hebrew of the He- 
brews. As touching the Law, a Phariſee; 
concerning Zeal, perſecuting the Church 


1 


touching the Righteouſneſs which is in the 


Law, blameleſs. But what Things were 


Gain to me, thoſe I counted Loſs. for Chriſt. 
© Yea doubtleſs, and J count all Things but 


5 Loſs for the Excellency of the Knowledge 


1 Tim. e. 
i. v. 12, 


13. 


© of Chrift Jeſus my Lord, for whom | have 
© ſuffered the Loſs of all Things, and do 


count them but Dung, that I may win 


Cbriſt. 


Aub in his Epiſtle to Timothy he writes 


thus: I thank Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, who 
'7F | | _  * hath 


Man thinketh that he hath whereof he might f 


bi 
21 
75 N 
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and Apoſtleſhip, of St. Pa uv. 1 
hath enabled me, for that he counted me 
faithful, putting me into the Miniſtry, who 

© was before a Blaſphemer, and a Perſecutor, 

and injurious ; but I obtain'd Mercy, be- 

« cauſe I did it ignorantiy in Unbelief. 


IN other Epiſtles he calls himſelf an Apoſtle * 2 Cor, ch. 


1. V. 


by the Will of God, by the Commandment of Col ch. i. 
God our Saviour, and Lord Feſus Chriſt - nd q Tim. i 
an Apoſtlenet of Men, neither by Men, but by Feſus s 1 « 
Chriſt, and God the Father, who raiſed him from v. 1 
the Dead. All which implies ſome miraculous 
Call that made him an Apoſtle. And to the 
Corinthians he ſays, after enu merating many 
Appearances of Feſus after his Reſurrection, 8 
And laſt of all he was ſeen of me alſo, as 1 Cor. ch. 
© of one born out of due Time. ;. * 


Now it muſt of Neceſſity be, that the Per- 
fon atreſting theſe Things of himſcif, and of 
whom they are related in ſo authentick a 
Manner, either was an Impoſtor, who ſaid 

what he knew to be falſe with an Intent to 

deceive; or he was an Enthuſiaſt, who by the 

Force of an over heated Imagination impoſ- 

ed on himſelf; or he was deceived by the 
Fraud of others, and all that he ſaid muſt 
bs 
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Obfervation on the Conver/i on 


be imputed to the Power of that Deceit; or 
what he declared to have been the Cauſe of 
his Converſion, and to have happened in 
conſequence of it, did all really happen; and 
therefore the Chriſtian mk. a is a Divine Re- 
velation. | | 


Now that he was not an Impoſtor, who 
ſaid what he knew to be falſe with an Intent 
to deceive, I ſhall endeavour to prove, by 
ſhewing that he could have no rational Mo- 
tives to undertake ſuch an Impoſture, nor 
could have poſſibly carried it on with any 


Succeſs by the Means we know he employ- 


ed. | 


FIRST then, the Inducement to ſuch an 


Impoſture muſt have been one of. theſe two, 
either the Hope of advancing himſelf by it 
in his Temporal Intereſt, Credit or Power; or 

the Gratification of ſome of his Paſſions un- 
der the Authority of 1 os and dba the Means ic 


afforded. 


Now theſe were the Circumſtances, in 
which St. Paul declared his Converſion to the 
Faith of Chriſt Feſus. That Jeſus, who called 

| 7 : bimſelf 


and Apoſtleſtip of St. Paul. 


_ himſelf. the Maſſiab, and Son of God, not- 
withſtanding the Innocence and Holineſs of 


his Life, notwithſtanding the Miracles by: 
which he atteſted his Miſſion, had. been Cru- 
cified by the Jews as an Impoſtor and Blaſ- 
phemer, which Crucifixion not only muſt (hu- 


' manly ſpeaking) have intimidated others from 


foll wing him, or eſpouſing his Doctrines, but 
ſerved to confirm the Jews. in their Opinion 


that he could not be their promiſed Meſſiah, 
who according to all their Prejudices was not 


to ſuffer in any manner, but to reign trium- 
- pho for ever here upon Earth. His Apo- 
ſtles indeed, though at firſt they appeared to 
be terrified by the Death of their Maſter, and 
diſappointed in all their Hopes, yet had ſur- 
priſingly recovered their Spirits again, and 


publickly taught in his Name, declaring him 
to be riſen from the Grave, and confirming 
that, Miracle by many they worked, or pre- 


| tended to work themſelves. But the Chief 
Prieſts and Rulers among the Jets were ſo 
far from being converted either by their 
Words or their Works, that they had begun 
a ſevere Perſecution againſt them, put ſome 


ro Death, impriſoned others, and were going 
on with implacable Rage againſt the whole 
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14 Obſervations on the Converſion 
Acts vii. Sect. In all theſe Severities St. Paul con- 


5 curred, being himſelf a Phariſce, bred up at 
the Feet of Gamaliel, one of the Chief of that 
Sect; nor was he content in the Heat of his 
Zeal with perſecuting the Chriſtians who were 
. at Feruſalem, but breathing out Threatening and 
* __ x. Slaughter againſt the Diſciples of the Lord, went 
uno the High Prieſt, and deſired of bim Letters 
to Damaſcus to the Synagogues, that if be found 
any of this Way, whether they were Men or 
Women, be might bring them bound to Jeruſalem. 
175 His Requeſt was complied with, and be went 
Adꝭs xxvi. to Damaſcus with Authority and Commiſſion from 
tze Higb Prieſt. At this Inſtant of Time, 
and under theſe Circumſtances, did he become 
5 a Diſciple of Cbriſt. What could be his Mo- 
tives to take ſuch a Part? Was it the Hope 
of increaſing his Wealth? The certain Con- 
ſequence of his taking that Part was not only 
the Loſs of all that he had, but of all Hapes 
of acquiring more. Thoſe whom he left, were 
the Diſpoſers of Wealth, of Dignity, of Power 
in Judea: Thoſe whom he went to, were in- 
digent Men, opprels'd and kept down from all 
Means of improving their Fortunes, They 
among them who had more than the reſt, 
ſhared w hat they had with their Brethren, but 


with 


Aj Apoſtleſhip if St, Paul. 


: | with this Aſſiſtance the whole Community was 
hardly ſupplied with the Neceſſaries of Life. 
And even in Churches he afterwards planted 


himſelf, which were much more wealthy than 


that of Jeruſalem, ſo far was St. Paul from 
availing himſelf of their Charity, or the Vene- 
ration they had for him, in order to draw 
that Wealth to himſelf, that he often refuſed to 


take any Part of it for the Neceſſaries of Life. 


＋. Hus 55 tells the Corintbians. Even unto 
this preſent Hour we both hunger and thirſt, 


5 and are naked, and are buffeted, and have 
no certain Dwelling- place, and labour, work- 
ing with our own Hands.“ 


In another Epiflle he writes to them, Be- 


* hold the Third Time I am ready to come to 
you, and I will not be burthenſome to you, 


* 


for I ſeek not yours but you; for the Chil- 
dren ought not to lay up tor the Parents, 
but the Parents for the Children. 


* 


* 


To the?! heſſalonians he ſays, © As we were 


* 


$ Men, but God, which trieth our Hearts. 
© For 


allowed of God to be pur in truſt with the 
* Goſpel, even ſo we ſpeak, not as pleaſing. 


1 Cor. xv, 
8. 


2Cor. xii. 


14. 


16 


2 Theſſ. 


iii. 8. 


n on the Converſion 


8 


For neither at any time uſed we flattering 


Words, nor a Cloak of Covetouſneſs, God 
is Witneſs; nor of Men ſought we Glory, 


neither of you, nor yet of others, when we 


might have been burthenſome, as the Apo- 


is ſtles of Chriſt. For ye remember, Brethren, 


our Labour and Travel: for labouring 5 


Night and Day, becauſe we would not be 
chargeable to any of you, we preached unto. 
you the Goſpel of God.” And again in an- 
other Letter to them he repeats the ſame 
Teſtimony of his Diſintereſtedneſs: Neither 
« did we eat any Man's Bread for nought, but 
< wrought with Labour and Travel N ight and 
* Day, that we might not be chargeable to 
any of you.“ And when he took his Fare- 


wel of the Church of Epheſus, to whom he 


foretold that they ſhould ſee him no more, he 


gives this Teſtimony of himſclf, and appeals 


to them for the Truth of it; I have coveted 


no Man's Silver or Gold, or Apparel. Yea, 


* you yourſelves know, that theſe Hands 


have miniſtered unto my Neceſſities, and to 


them that were with me.“ It is then evi- 
dent both from the State of the Church when 
St. Paul firſt came into it, and from his Beha- 
viour afterwards, that he had no Thoughts 


of 


and Apoſtleſtip of St. PAUL: . 


of increaſing his Wealth by becoming a Chri- 
ſtian; whereas by continuing to be their Ene- 


my, he had almoſt certain Hopes of making 
his Fortune by the Favour of thoſe who were at 
the Head of the Fervi/ State, to whom nothing 
could more recommend him than the Zeal that 
he ſhewed in that Perſecution. As to Credit 
or Reputation, that too lay all on the Side he 
forſook. The Se& he embraced was under the 


| _ greateſt and moſt univerſal Contempt of any 
then in the World. The Chiefs and Leaders of 


it were Men of the loweſt Birth, Education, and 


Rank. They had no one Advantage of Parts = 


or Learning, or other Human Edowments to 
recommend them. The Doctrines they taught 


were contrary to thoſe, which they who were 


accounted the Wiſeſt and the moſt Knowing 
of their Nation profeſſed. The wonderful 


Works that they did, were either imputed to 


Magick or to Impoſture. The very Author and 
Head of their Faith had been condemned as a 


Criminal, and died on the Croſs between two 


Thieves. Could the Diſciple of Gamaliel think 


he ſhould gain any Credit or Reputation by 


becoming a Teacher in a College of Fiſher- 
men? Could he flatter himſelf, that either in or 
out of Judea the Doctrines he taught could 
3B | do 
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| Obſervations on the Converfion | 


do him any Honour ? No, he knew very well 
that the Preaching Chriſt crucified was a Stum- 


 bling-block to the Jews, and tothe Greeks Fooliſli- 


neſs. He afterwards found by Experience, that 


in all Parts of the World, Contempt was the 


Portion of whoever engaged in preaching a My- 
llery ſo unpalatable to the World, to all its Paſ- 
lions and Pleaſures, and ſo irreconcileable tothe 
Pride of Human Reaſon. We are made (ſays 
he to the Gorinthians) as the Filth of the World, 


the Offscouring of all things unto this Day. 


Yet he went on as zealouſly as he ſet out, and 
Was not aſbamed of the Goſpel of Chrig. Cer- 
tainly then the Deſire of Glory, the Ambition 


of making to himſeif a great Name, was not his 


Motive to embrace Chriſtianity. Was it then 


the Love of Power? Power! over whom? over 
a Flock of Sheep driven to the Slaughter, 


whole Shepherd himſelf had been murdered a 
little before. All he could hope from that 
Power was to be marked out in a particular 


manner for the ſame Knife, which he had ſeen 


fo bloodily drawn againſt them, Could he ex- 


pect more Mercy from the Chief Prieſts and the 


Rulers, than they had ſhewn to Jeſus himſelf ? 
Would not their Anger be probably fiercer 


againg the Deſerter and Betrayer of their Cauſe, 


than 


vnd ApdBleſhip of St. Patti 


than againſt any other of the Apoſtles ? Was 


Power over fo mean and deſpiſed a Set of Men 
worth the attempting with ſo much Danger ? 
But ſtill it may be ſaid, there are ſome Natures 
ſo fond of Power, that they will court it at any 
-Riſk, and be pleaſed with it even over the 
 Meaneſt. Let us fee then what Power Saint 
Paul aſſumed over the Chriſtians. Did he 


pretend to any Superority over the other Apo- 


files? No; he declared himſelf the leaſt of beet, iii. 


them, and leſs than the lenſt of all Saints, Even © 
in the Churches he planted himſelf, he never 
pretended to any Primacy or Power above the 

other Apoſtles : nor would he bexegarded any 
otherwiic by them, than as the Inſtrument to 


them of the Grace of God, and Preacher of 


the Goſpel, not as the Head of a Sect. To 


the Corinthians he writes in theſe Words : 


19 


1 Dor: xv. 


Os 


Now this I ſay, that every one of you faith, Cot: i, 
am of Paul, and I of Apollos, and 1 4 3 


Cepbas, and I of Chrit. 1s Chrift divided ? 
Was Paul crucified for you? Or were ye 


< baptized in the Name of Paul?” And in 


another Place, Who then is Paul, and who 1s , Cor. 
Apollos, but Miniſters by whom ye believed, 5: 


even as the Lord gave to every Man? 


6 For we preach not ourſelves, but Chriſt 2 Cor. iv. 
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Obſervations on the Converſion 


= Fejus the Lord, and ourſelves 1 ſervants 
for I s Sake,” | 


Art the Authority he exerciſed over them 
was purely of a ſpiritual Nature, tending to 
their Inſtruction and Edification, without any 
Mixture of that civil Dominion in which 
alone an, Impoſtor can find his Account. 
Such was the Dominion acquired and exer- 
cited through the Pretence of Divine Inſpira- 

tion, by many ancient Legiſlators, by Minos, 
Radamanthus, Triptolemus, Lycurgus, Numa, 
Zaleucus, Zoroaſter, Zamolxis, nay even by 
Pytbagoras, who joined Legiſlation to his Phi- 
loſophy, and like the others, pretended to 
Miracles and Revelations from God, to give 
'a more venerable Sanftion to the Laws he 
preſcribed. Such, in later Times, was attain'd 
by Odin among the Goths, by Mabomet among 
the Arabians, by Mango Copac among the Pe- 
' ruvians, by the Se Family among the Per- 
ans, and that of the Xeriffs among the Moors. 
Fo ſuch a Dominion did alſo aſpire the many 
falſe Meſſiahs among the Fews. In ſhort, a 
ſpiritual Authority was only deſired as a 
Foundation for temporal Power, or as the 
4 of it, by all theſe Pretenders to Di- 
vine 


and Apotleſhip of St. Paul. 


vine Inſpirations, and others whom Hiſtory 


223 


mentions in different Ages and Countries, to 


have uſed the ſame Arts. But St. Paul inno- 
vated nothing in Government or Civil Affairs, 
he meddled not with Legiſlation, he formed 
no Commonwealths, he. raiſed no Seditions, 
he affected no temporal Power. Obedience to 
their Rulers was the Doctrine he taught to 
the Churches he planted, and what he taught 


Rom, xiii. 


| he practiſed himſelf; nor did he uſe any of 


thoſe ſoothing Arts by which ambitious and 


cunning Men recommend themſelves to the 


| Favour of thoſe whom they endeavour to 
| ſubject to their Power. Whatever was wrong 
in the Diſciples under his Care he freely re- 
proved, as it became a Teacher from God, of 
which numberleſs Inſtances are to be found 


in all his Epiſtles. And he was as careful of 


them when he had left them, as while he re- 
ſided among them, which an Impoſtor would 
hardly have been whoſe Ends were center'd all 
in himſelf. This is the Manner in which he 


writes to the Philippians : * Wherefore, my 


* Beloved, as ye have always obeyed, not in 
* my Preſence only, but now much more in 


my Abſence, work out your own Salvation 


* with Fear and Trembling.* - Phil. ii 12, 
3 „„ e 


, 
* 
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Phil. ii. 
15,16,17. 


Odſervations on the Converſion 
And a little after he adds the Cauſe why he 


Intereſted himſelf ſo much in their Conduct, 


that ye may be blameleſs and harmleſs, 
© the Sans of God in the midſt of a crooked 


and perverſe Nation, among whom ye ſhine 


* as Lights in the World, holding forth the 


Word of Life; that I may reaice in the 
Day of Cbriſt, that I have not run in vain, 
© neither laboured in vain. Yea, and if I be 


offered upon the Sacrifice and Service of 


* your Faith, I joy and rejoice with you all.” 
Are theſe the Words of an Impoſtor deſiring 


nothing but temporal Power? No, they are 
evidently written by one who Jook'd beyond 


the Bounds of this Life. But it may be ſaid, 


that he affected at leaſt an abſolute ſpiritual 


Power over the Churches he formed. I an- 


ſwer, be preached Chriſt Jeſus and not himſelf. 
Chriſt was the Head, he only the Miniſter, . 
and for ſuch only he gave himſelf to them. 


He called thoſe who aſſiſted him in preach- 
ing the Goſpel, his Fella = labourers and 


 Fellew-ſervants. 


So far was he from taking any Advan- 


tage of a higher Education, ſuperior Learn- 
: ing, 
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: and Apoſtleſinp f 87. PA UL, 


ing, and more Uſe of the World, to claim 


to himſelf any Supremacy above the other 


Apoſtles, that he made light of all thoſe At- 


tainments, and declared, hat be came not 


with Excellency of Speech, or of Wiſdom, lui 
determined to know nothing amorg thoſe he con- 


verted ſave Feſus Chriſt, aud kim crucified. 1 Cor. ii. 
And the Reaſon he gave for it was, That their 
Faith ſhould not ſtand in the Wiſdom of Men, 


but in the Power of Gd. Now this Conduct 
put him quite on a Level with the other Apo- 


files, who knew Feſus Chriſt, as well as he, 


and had the Power of God going along with 
their Preaching in an equal Degree of Virtue 
and Grace. But an Impoſtor, whoſe Aim had 


been Power, would have acted a contrary 
Part; he would have availed himſelf of all 
thoſe Advaatages, he would have extoll'd 


them as highly as poſſible, he would have ſer 
up himſelf, by virtue of them, as Head of 
that Sect to which he accede«], or at leaſt of 


the Proſelytes made by himſclf. This is no- 


more than was done by every Philoſopher 


who formed a School; much more was it 


natural in one who propagated a new Reli- 


„ We 
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Obſervations on the Co nverſion” 


We ſee that the Biſhops of Rome hays 


claimed to themſelves a Primacy, or rather a 


Monarchy over the whole Chriſtian Church, 
If St. Paul had been actuated by the ſame 
Luſt of Dominion, it was much eaſier for him 


to have ſucceeded in ſuch an Attempt. Ir 
was much eaſier for him to make himſelf 


Head of a few poor Mechanicks and Fiſher- 


men, whoſe Superior he had always been in 


the Eyes of the World, than for the Biſhops 
of Rome to reduce thoſe of Ravenna or Milan, 
and other great Metropolitans, to their Obe- 
dience. Beſides the Oppoſition they met 
with from ſuch potent Antagoniſts, they 


were obliged to ſupport their Pretenſions in 
direct Contradiction to thoſe very Scriptures 
which they were forced to ground them up- 
on, and to the indiſputable Practice of the 
whole Chriſtian Church for many Centuries. 
| Theſe were ſuch Difficulties as required the 


utmoſt Abilities and Skill to ſurmount. But 
the firſt Preachers of the Goſpel had eaſier 
Means to corrupt a Faith not yet fully known, 


and which in many Places could only be 
known by what they ſeverally publiſhed them- 


ſelves. It was neceſſary indeed while they 
continued together, and taught the lame Peo- 


ple, 


. 
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and Apoſtleſhip of St. Paul. 25 
ple, that they ſhould agree, otherwiſe the 
Credit of their Sect would have been over- 
thrown; but when they ſeparated, and formed 
different Churches in diſtant Countries, the 
ſame Neceſlity no longer remained. 
Ir was in the Power of St. Paul to model 
moſt of the Churches he formed, ſo as to fa- 
vour his own Ambition: For he preached the 
Goſpel ia Parts of the World where no other 
Apoſtles had been, where Chriſt was not named 
till he brought the Knowledge of him, avoiding 
to build upon another Man's Foundation. Now Rom. xv. 
had he been an Impoſtor, would he have con- 
- fined himſelf to juſt the ſame Goſpel as was 
delivered by the other Apoſtles, where he had 
ſuch a Latitude to preach what he pleaſed 
without Contradiction? Would he not have 
twiſted and warped the Doctrines of Chriſt to 
bis own Ends, to the particular Uſe and Expe- : 
diency of his own Followers, and to the pecu- 
lar Support and Increaſe of his own Power? 
That this was not done by St. Paul, or by any 
other of the Apoſtles, in ſo many various Parts 
of the World as they travelled into, and in 
Churches abſolutely under their own Direction; 
that the Goſpel preached by them all ſhould be 
one 


| 


1 


Obſervations on the Converſion 


one and the ſame, * the Doctrines agreeing in 


every particular, without any one of them at- 


tributing more to himſelf than he did to the 
others, or eſtabliſhing any thing even in point 


of Order or Diſcipline different from the reſt, 
or more advantageous to his own Intereſt, 


Credit, 


If any one imagines that he ſees any Difference be- 


tween the Doctrines of St. James and St. Paul, concerning 


Juſtihcation by Faith or by Works, let him read Mr. 
Lecke's excellent Comment upon the Epiſtles cf the latter; 
or let him only conſider theſe Words 1a the firſt Epiſtle 
to the Corinthians, c. ix. v. 27. But I keep under my Body, 
and bring it into Subljection, left that by any Means, when I 
have preached to others, I myſelf ſhould be a Caſt-away. 

If St. Paul had believed or taught, that Faith without 
Works was ſufficient to ſave a Diſciple of Chriſt, to what 


Purpoſe did he ep under his Body, ſince his Salvation was 


not to depend upon That being ſubject to the Power of 


his Reaſon, but merely upon the Faith he profeſs'd? His 
6 ade founded upon the moſt 


Faith was firm, and 
certain Conviction, that he had no Reaſon to doubt its 


Continuance; how could he then think it poſſible, that 
While he retained that ſaving Faith, he might neverthe- 


leſs be a Caft-away ? Or if he had ſuppoſed that his Elec- 


tion and Calling was of ſuch a Nature, as that it 4 


impelled him to Good, and reſtrained him from Evi 

how could he expreſs any Fear, leſt the Luſt of his Body 
ſhould prevent his Salvation? Can ſuch an Apprehenſion 
be made to agree with the Notions of abſolute Predeſtina- 
tion aſcribed by ſome to St. Paul? He could have no 
Doubt that the Grace of Ged had been given to him in the 
molt extraordinary Manner; yet we fee, that he thought 


his Election was not certain, but that he might fall from 


it again through the natural Prevalence of bodily Appe- 


tites, if not duly reſtrained by his own voluntary Care 
This ſingle Paſſage is a full Anſwer out of the Mouth of 


St. Paul himſelf, to all the Miſtakes that have been 


made of his Meaning in ſome obſcure Expreſſions con- 


cerning Grace, Election, and Juſtification, 


and Apoſtleſhip of St. Pa ui. 
Credit, or Power, is a moſt ſtrong and con- 
vincing Proof of their not being Impoſtors, 
but acting entirely by Divine Inſpiration. 


Is then it appears that St. Pau had nothing 


to gain by taking this Part, let us conſider on 


the other hand, what he gave up, and what 


he had reaſon to fear. He gave up, a Fortune 


which he was then in a fair way of advancing. 


He gave up that Reputation which he had ac- 


quired by the Labours and Studies of his whole 
Life, and by a Behaviour which had been 
blameleſs, teuchings the Righteouſneſs which is in 
the Law. He gave up his Friends, his Rela- 
tions, and Family, from whom he eftranged 


and baniſhed himſelf for Life. He gave up 


that Religion which be bad profited in above 
many of kis Equals in bis own Nation, and thoſe 


Traditions of bis Fathers, wohich be bad been 
more exceedingly zealous of. How hard this Sa- 
criſice was to a Man of his warm Temper, and 


above all Men to a Jerr, is worth Conſideration. 
That Nation is known to have been more tena- 
cious of their religious Opinions than any other 


upon the Face of the Earth. The ſtricteſt and 
proudeſt Sect among them was that of the 
Phariſees, under whoſe Diſcipline St. Paul was 

3 | bred. 


Phil.iii.6, 


Gal. i. 144 
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Obſervations on the Converf on 


bred. The departing therefore ſo ſuddenly 

from their favourite Tenets, renouncing their 
Pride, and from their Diſciple becoming their 
Adverſary, was a moſt diflicult Effort for one 
to make fo nurſed up in the Eſteem of them, 
and whoſe early Prejudices were ſo ſtronglyy 
confirmed by all the Power of Habit, all the 
Authority of Example, and all the Allure- 
ments of Honour and Intereſt. Theſe were 
the Sacrifices he had to make in becoming a 


__ Chriſtian: Let us now {ee what Inconveniences 


he had to fear : the implacable Vengeance of 
thoſe he deſerted; that Sort of Contempt which 
is hardeſt to bear, the Contempt of thoſe whole 
good Opinion he had moſt eagerly ſought ; - 
and all thoſe other complicated Evils which he 
deſcribes in his 2d Epiſtle to the Corinthians, 
Chap. xi. Evils, the leaſt of which were 


enough to have frighted any Impoſtor even 


from the moſt hopeful and profitable Chear. 


But where the Advantage propoſed bears no 
Propertion to the Dangers incurred, or the 


Miſchieſs endured, he muſt be abſolutely out 
of his Senſes who will either engage in an Im- 
poſture, or, being engaged, perſevere. 


Uron 


and Apoſtleſhip of St. PA ub. 
Ueox the whole then I think I have proved 
that the Deſire of Wealth, of Fame, or of 


Power, could be no Motive to make St. Paul 


a Convert to Chriſt ; bur that on the contrary 


he muſt have been check'd by that Deſire, as 


well as by the juſt Apprehenſion of many in- 
evitable and inſupportable Evils, from taking 
a Part fo contradictory to his paſt Life, to 
all the Principles he had imbibed, all the Ha- 


bits he had contracted. It only remains to be 
enquired whether the Gratification of any 
other Paſſion under the Authority of that Re- 


ligion, or by the Means it afforded, could be 
his Inducement. | 


| Now that there have been ſome Impoſtors 


who have pretended to Revelations from Gad, 
meerly to give a Looſe to irregular Paſſions, 


and fer themſelves free from all Reſtraints of 


| _ Government, Law, or Morality, both ancient 


and modern Hiſtory ſhews. But the Doctrine 
preached by St. Paul is abſolutely contrary to 
all ſuch Deſigns. His Writings breathe nothing 
but the ſtricteſt Morality, Obedience to Ma- 
giſtrates, Order and Government, with the ut- 
moſt Abhorrence of all Licenciouſneſs, Idle- 
neſs, or looſe Behaviour, under the Cloak of 

| Religion, 


See parti- 
cularly 
Rom. xi, 
& xiii. & 
Col. iii. 
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See alſo 

2 Cor. 1. 
12. and 
iv. 2. 


Ober valions on the Converfion 


Religion. We no where read in his Works 
that Saints are above Moral Ordinances ; that 
Dominion or Property is founded in Grace; 
that there is no Difference in Moral Actions: 


that any Impulſes of the Mind are to direct us 


againſt the Light of our Reaſon and the Laws 


of Nature; or apy of thoſe wicked Tenets from 
which the Peace of Society has been diſturbed, 
and the Rules of Morality have been broken 
by Men pretending to act under the Sanction 
of a Divine Revelation. Nor does any Part of 


his Life, either before or after his Converſion . 


to Chriſtianity, bear any Mark of a Libertine 
Diſpoſition. As among the Fews, ſo among 


the Chriſtians, his Converſation and Manners ' 
were blameleſs. Hear the Appeal chat he makes 


to the Theſſalonians upon bis Doctrine and Be- 


kaviour among them: Our Exhorcation was 
© not of Deceit nor of Uncleanneſs, nor in Guile : 
Te are Witneſſes, and God alto, how be/ily, 


and july, and unblameably we behaved our- 


* felves among you that believe. 1 Thefſ, ii. 
* 10.* * And to the Corinthians he ſays, We 
have wronged no Man, wwe have corrupted no 
; Man, we have d:fraud:d no Man. 2 Cor. vii. 2, 


Ir 


Ir St. Paul had held any ſecret Doctrines, or E. 


terick, (as the Philoſophers call them) we ſhould have 


aa | found them 1 in the Letters he wiote to T zmethy, 
Titus, 


and Apoſtleſhip of St. Pau L; 


| TIT was not then the Deſire of gratifying any 


irregular Paſſion, that could induce St. Paul n 
to turn Chriſtian, any more than the Hope of 


advancing himſelf either in Wealth, or Repu- 


tation, or Power. But ſtill it is poſſible, ſome 
Men may ſay (and I would leave no imaginable 
Objection unanſwered) that though St. Paul 
could have no ſelfiſh or intereſted View in un- 
| dertaking ſuch an Impoſture, yet for the Sake 


of its Moral Doctrines he might be inclined to 


ſupport the Chriſtian Faith, and make uſe of 


ſome pious Frauds to advance a Religion, 


which though erroneous and falſe in its Theo- 
logical Tenets, and in the Facts upon which 


it was grounded, was in its Precepts and In- 


fluence beneficial to Mankind. 


Nov it is true that ſome good Men in the 


Heathen World have both pretended to Divine 


Revelations, and introduced or ſupported Reli- 
gions they knew to be falſe, under a Notion of 
C publick 


Titus, and Philemon, his Boſom-Friends, and Diſciples. 
But both the Theological and Moral Doctrines are exact- 
ly the ſame in them as thoſe he wrote to the Churches, A 
very ſtrong preſumptive Proof of his being no [mpoſtor ! 
Surely had he been one, he would have given ſome Hints 


in theſe private Letters of the Cheat they were carry- _ 
ing on, and ſome ſecret Directions to turn it to ſome 
wordly Purpoſes of one kind or another. But no ſuch 


thing is to be found in any one of them. The ſame diſ- 


intereſted, holy, and Divine Spirit breathes in all theſe, ' 


as in the other more public Epiſtles. 
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OBſervations on the Converſion | 
public Utility: but beſides that this Practice 
was built upon Maxims diſclaim'd by the Jets, 
(who looking upon Truth, not Utility, to be 
the Baſis of their Religion, abhorred all ſuch 
Frauds, and thought them injurious to the Ho- 
nour of God) the Circumſtances they acted in 
were very different from thoſe of St. Paul. 

Tux firſt Reformers of ſavage, uncivilized 
Nations, had no other way to tame thoſe bar- 


barous People, and bring them to ſubmit to 


Order and Government, but by the Reverence 


vhich they acquired from this Pretence. The 


Fraud was therefore alike beneficial both to the 


Deceiver and the Deceived. And in all other 


Inſtances which can be given of good Men act- 
ing this Part, they not only did it to ſerve good 
Ends, but were ſecure of its doing no Harm. 
Thus when Lyeurgus perſuaded the Spartans, or 


Numa the Romans, that the Laws of the one 


were inſpired” by Apollo, or thoſe of the other 


by Egeria, when they taught their People _ 


put great Faith in Oracles, or in Augury, no 


temporal Miſchief eitherto them or their Peo- 


ple, could attend the Reception of that Belief, 
It drew on no Perſecutions, no Enmity with 


the World. But at that Time when St. Paul un- 


dertook the preaching of the Goſpel to per- 


1 . 


and Apoſtleſhip of St. Pa UL. 


ſuade any Man to be a Chriſtian, was to per- 


ſuade him to expoſe himſelf to all the Calum- 


nies human Nature could ſuffer, This St. Paul 


knew; this he not only expected, but warned 


thoſe he taught to look for it too, I Thefſ. ili. 4. 


2 Cor. vi. 4, 5. Epb. vi. 10,11,12,13,14,15,16. 
Phil. i. 28, 29, 30. Col.i.9,10,11, Rom. viii. 35, 


36. The only Support that he had himſelf, or - 
gave to them, was, That if they /uffered with 


* Chrift, they ſhould be alſo glorified together. 
And that © he reckoned that the Sufferings of 
the preſent Time were not worthy to be com- 
pared with that Glory.” Rom. viii. 17, 18. 


So likewiſe he writes to the Theſſalonians, * We 


* ourſelves glory in you, in the Churches of 


God, for your Patience and Faith in all your 
* Perſecutions and Tribulations that you en- 
dure; which is a manifeſt Token of the 


* righteous Judgment of God, that ye may be 


counted worthy of the Kingdom of God, for 
* which alſo ye ſuffer. Seeing it is a righteous. 
thing with God to recompenſe [or pay] 


© Tribulation to them that trouble you; and 
© to you who are troubled, reſt with us, when 
© the Lord Jeſus ſhall be revealed from Heaven, 
© with his mighty Angdls; &c.“ 2 Thefſ. i. 4, 5. 
6, 7. And to the Grintbians he ſays, * If in 
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32 | Obſervations on the Converſion 
public Utility: but beſides that this Practice 
was built upon Maxims diſclaim'd by the Feros, 
(who looking upon Truth, not Utility, to be 


| the Baſis of their Religion, abhorred all ſuch 
1 ; Frauds, and thought them injurious to the Ho- 
| | | nour of God) the Circumſtances they acted in 
If were very different from thoſe of St. Paul. 


lit I ux firſt Reformers of ſavage, uncivilized 


1 ; , NG, : 

1 | Nations, had no other way to tame thoſe bar- 
"it | barous People, and bring them to ſubmit to 
if Order and Government, but by the Reverence 


. which they acquired from this Pretence. The 
1 Praud was therefore alike beneficial both to the 
1 Deceiver and the Deceived. And in all other 

| Inſtances which can be given of good Men act- 
ing this Part, they not only did it to ſerve good 


1 Ends, but were ſecure of its doing no Harm. 

11 Thus when Lycurgus perſuaded the Spartans, or 

| | Numa the Romans, that the Laws of the one 

| | were inſpired by Apollo, or thoſe of the other 

| @ dy FEgeria, when they taught their People to 

| 1 | put great Faith in Oracles, or in Augury, no 

= temporal Miſchief eitherto them or their Peo- 

| ple, could attend the Reception of that Belief, 
It drew on no Perſecutions, no Enmity with 


=_ | \ the World. But at that Time when St. Paul un- 
dertook the preaching of the Goſpel to per- 
>; ro el ſuade 


and Apoile/ſhip of St. Pa ul. 
ſuade any Man to be a Chriſtian, was to per- 
ſuade him to expoſe himſelf to all the Calum- 
nies human Nature could ſuffer, This St. Pau! 
knew; this he not only expected, but warned 
thoſe he taught to look for it too, 1 T iii. 4. 
2 Cor. vi. 4, 5. Epb. vi. 10,11,12,13,14,15,16. 
Pbil. i. 28,29,30. Col.1.9,10,11. Rom. viii. 33, 
36. The only Support that he had himſelf, or 
gave to them, was, That if they ſuffered with 
_ * Chriſt, they ſhould be alſo glorified tagelber.“ 
And that © he reckoned that the Sufferings of 
the preſent Time were not worthy to be com- 
© pared with that Glory.” Rom. viii, 17, 18. 
So likewiſe he writes to the Theſſalonians, * We 
* ourſelves glory in you, in the Churches of 
© God, for your Patience and Faith in all your 
« Perſecutions and Tribulations that you en- 
dure; which is a manifeſt Token of the 
* righteous Judgment of God, that ye may be 
counted worthy of the Kingdom of God, for 
* which alfo ye ſuffer. Seeing it is a righteous 
© thing with God to recompenſe [or pay] 
© Tribulation to them that trouble you; and 
(to you who are troubled, reſt with us, When 
© the Lord Jeſus ſhall be revealed from Heaven, 
© with his mighty Angels; &c. 2 Thefſ. i. 4, 5. 


| 6, 7 And to the Grinibians he lays, * If in 
C « this 
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© this Life only coe have Hope i 71 Chriſt, we ard 3 
F all Men the moſt miſerable. How much 175 
| reaſoh he had to ſay this, the Hatred, the Con- | Þ 
=. . tempt, the Torments, the Deaths endured by 
AM T the Chriſtians in that Age, and long afterwards, 
= | abundantly prove. Whoever profeſs'd the Goſ- 
. pel under theſe Circumſtances without an en- 


—— 
e eee. 


_ ee tire Conviction of its being a Divine Revelation, 
. muſt have been mad; and if he made others pro- 
y feeds it by Fraud or Deceit, he muſt have been 
worſe than mad, he muſt have been the moſt 
| harden'd Wretch that ever breathed, Could any 
Man who had in his Nature the leaſt Spark of 
Humanity, ſubject his Fellow-Creatures to ſo 
many Miſeries ; or could one that had in his 
Mind the leaſt Ray of Reaſon, expoſe himſelf 
to ſhare them with thoſe he deceived, in order 
to advance. a Religion which he knew to be 
falſe, meerly for the Sake of its Moral Doc- 
trines ? Such an Extravagance is too abſurd to 
be ſuppoſed, and I dwell too long on a Notion 
that upon a little Reflection confutes itſelf, 
1 wour p only add to the other Proofs I have 
given That St. Paul could have no rational 
Motive to become a Diſciple of Chrif, unleſs 
he ſincerely believed in him, this Obſervaticn : 
T hat whereas it may be objected to the other 
A Poſtles, 
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mid Apoſtleſbip of St. Pa ul 
Apoſtles, by thoſe who are reſolved not to 
credit their Teſtimony, that having been deep- 


ly engaged with Jeſus during his Life, they 
were obliged to continue the ſame Profeſſions 


after his Death, for the Suppotr of their own 
Credit, and from having gone too far to go 


back, this can by no means be ſaid of St. Paul. 


On the contrary; whatever Force there may be 
in that Way of Reaſoning, it all tends to con- 
vince us that St. Paul muſt naturally have con- 
tinued a Few; and an Enemy of Cbriſt Jeſus. 
If they were engaged on one Side, he was as 
ſtrongly engaged on the other. If Shame with- 
held them from changing Sides, much more 
ought it to have ſtopt him, who, being of a 


higher Education and Rank in Life a great 


deal than they, had more Credit to loſe, and 
muſt be ſuppoſed to have been vaſtly more ſen- 
ſible to that Sort of Same. The only Differ- 


ence was, that they, by quitting their Maſter | 


after his Death, might have preſerved them- 
ſelves ; whereas he, by quitting the Jews, and 


7 tak ing up the Croſs of Chriſt, certainly brought 


on his own Deſtruction. 
| | | 0 


As therefore no rational Motive appears 
for St. Paul's embracing the Faith of Chrift, 
775 EE ene 
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4 | | Obſervations on the Converſion 
without having been really convinced of the 'z 
Truth of it: but on the contrary, every thing Fi 


concurred to deter him from acting that Part; 

one might very juſtly conclude, that when a 
Man of his Underſtanding embraced that Faith, 
he was in reality convinced of the Truth of . 
it, and that, by conſequence, he was not an | 
Impoſtor, who faid what he knew to be * 


with an Intent to deceive. 


l 


Bur chat no Shadow of Doubt may remain 
upon the Impoſſibility of his having been 
ſuch an Impoſtor ; that it may not be ſaid, 
© The Minds of Men are ſometimes ſo capri- 
*.cjous, that they will act without any rational 
_ © Motives, they know not why, and ſo per- 
© haps might St. Paul; I ſhall next endea- 
vour to prove, that if he had been ſo unac- 
countably wild and abſurd, as to undertake 

an Impoſture ſo unprofitable and dangerous 
both to himſelf and thoſe he deceived by it, 
he could not poſſibly have carried it on with 
any Succeſs, by the Means that we know he 


employed. | 


Frzsr then let me abe thu if bis 988 


| verſion, and the Part that he acted in conſe - 
| uence 


n 


end ApoNleſhip of Si. Pa ur- 


quence of it, was an Impoſture, it was ſuch an 
Impoſture as could not be carried on by one 


Man alone. The Faith he profeſſed, and 


which he became an Apoſtle of, was not his 


Invention.. He was not the Author or Be- 


ginner of it, and therefore it was not in his 
Power to draw the Doctrines of it out of his 


own Imagination. With Jeſus, who was the 
Author and Head of it, he had never had any 
Communication before his Death, nor with his 
Apoſtles after his Death, except as their Per- 


ſecutor. As he took on himſelf the Office and 
Character of an Apoſtle, it was abſolutely ne- 


ceſſary for him to have a preciſe and perfect 


Knowledge of all the Facts contained in the 


Goſpel, ſeveral of which had only paſſed be- 


tween Jeſus himſelf and his twelve Apoſtles, 


and others more privately ſtill, ſo that they 
could be known but to very few, being not 
yet made publick by any Writings; other- 
wiſe he would have expoſed himſelf to Ridi- 


cule among thoſe who preached that Goſpel 


with more Knowledge than he; and as the 


Teſtimony they bore would have beendifferent 


in point of Fact, and many of their Doc- 


trines and Interpretations of Scripture repug- 


nant to his, from their entire Diſagreement 
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i Obſervations on the Converfion 
with thoſe Fewr/h Opinions in which he was 


bred up; either they muſt have been forced 


to ruin his Credit, or he would have ruined 
theirs. Some general Notices he might have 


gained of theſe Matters from the Chriſtians he 
perſecuted, but not exact nor extenſive enough 


to qualify him for an Apoſtle, whom the leaſt 
Error in theſe Points would have diſgraced, 


and who mult haye been ruined by it in all his 


Pretenſions to that Inſpiration, from whence | 


the Apoſtolical Authority was chiefly derived. 


IT was therefore impoſſible for him to act 
this Part but in Confederacy at leaſt with the 


Apoſtles. Such a Confederacy was ſtill more 


neceſiary for him, as the Undertaking, to 
preach the Goſpel d:d not only require an ex- 


act and particular Knowledge of all it con- 


tained, but an apparent Power of working 
Miracles for to ſuch a Power all the Apoſtles 


appealed in Proof of their Miſiion, and of 


the Doctrines they preached. He was there- 


fore to learn of them by what ſecrets Arts 
they ſo impoſed on the Senſes of Men, if 


this Power was a Cheat. But how could he 
gain theſe Men to become his Confederates: > 


Was it by furiouſly' perſecuting them and 


their Brethren, as we find that he did, to the 


very 
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and Apoſtieſhip of St. Pavi. 
very Moment of his Converſion ? Would they 
venture to truſt their capital Enemy with all 


the Secrets of their Impoſture, with thoſe up- 
on which all their Hopes and Credit depend- 


ed? Would they put it in his Power to take 
away not only their Lives, but the Honour of 


their Sect, which they preferr'd to their Lives, | 


by ſo il-placed a Confidence? Would Men fo 
ſecret as not to be drawn by the moſt ſevere Per- 
ſecutions to ſay one Word which could con- 


. vince them of being Impoſtors, confeſs chem- 


ſelves ſuch totheir Perſecutor, in hopes of his be- 
ing their Accomplice? This is ſlill more impoſſi- 
ble than that he ſhould attempt to engage intheir 
Fraud without their Conſent and Aſſiſtance. 


We muſt ſuppoſe then, that till he came 


to Damaſcus, he had no Communication with 


the Apoſtles, acted in no Concert with them, 
and learnt nothing from them except the Doc- 
trines which they had publickly taught to all 


the World. When he came there, he told the 


Jetos to whom he brought Letters from the 
High-Prieſt and the Synagogue againſt the 


 * Chriſtians, of his having ſeen in the Way a 


* The Diſciples of Chrift were not called Chriſtians 
till after this Time; but I uſe the Name as moſt familiar 


70 us, and to avoid Circumlocutions. 
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nl Obſervations on ihe Converſion 
great Light from Heaven, and heard Chrif 
Jeſus reproaching him with his Perſecution, and 
commanding him to go into the City, where it 
ſhould be told him what he was to do. But to 
account for his chuſing this Method of declar- 
ing himſelf a Convert to Chrift, we mult ſup- 
A poſe that all thoſe who were with him, when he 
N + pretended he had this Viſion, were his Accom- 
plices. Otherwiſe the Story he told could have 
| gained no Belief, being contradicted by them 
whoſe Teſtimony was neceſſary to vouch forthe 
Truth of it. And yet, how can we ſuppoſe, that 
all theſe Men ſhould be willing to join in this 
Impoſture ? They were probably Officers of 
Juſtice, or Soldiers, who had been employed 
often before in executing the Orders of the 
High-Prieſt and the Rulers againſt the Chri- 
ſtians. Or if they were choſen particularly for 
this Expedition, they muſt have been choſen by 
them as Men they could truſt for their Zeal in AJ] 
that Cauſe. What ſhould induce them to the 
betraying that Buſineſs they were employed in? 


rr 
. 


— * 
by 


* 


Does it even appear that they had any Connec- 
tion with the Man they ſo lied for, before or 
after this Time, or any reward from him for 
it? This is therefore a Difficulty in the firſt 
Outſet of this Impoſture not to be overcome. 

| | BuT 
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f and Apoſtleſuip of St. Pa ul. 


Bor further, he was to be inſtructed by one 


at Damaſcus. That Inſtructor therefore muſt 
have been his Accomplice, though they ap- 
pear to be abſolute Strangers to one another, 


and though he was a Man of an excellent 


Character, wwho had 4 good Report of all the 
Jews that dwelt at Damaſus, and ſo was ve- 


ry unlikely to have engaged in ſuch an Im- 


poſture. Notwithſtanding theſe Improbabili- 


ties, this Man, I ſay, muſt have been his Con- 
fident and Aecomplice in carrying on this 
wicked Fraud, and the whole Matter muſt 


have been previouſly agreed on between them. 
But here again the ſame Objection occurs: 


How could this Man venture to a& ſuch a 


dangerous Part without the Conſent of the 
other Diſciples, eſpecially of the Apoſtles, or 


by what Means could he obtain their Conſent? 
And how abſurdly did they contrive their 
Buſineſs, to make the Converſion of Saul the 
Effect of a Miracle, which all thoſe who were 
How much eaſier would it have been to have 
made him be preſent at ſome pretended Mi- 
racle wrought by the Diſciples, or by Ananias 
himſelf, when none were able to diſcover the 
Fraud, and have imputed his Converſion 
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Acts xxvi. 


ver. 26. 


UW 


Ibidem. 


Obſervations on the Comerſſon 
to that, or to the Arguments uſed by ſome of 
his Priſoners whom he might have diſcourſe | 
with, and queſtioned about their Faith, and 
the Grounds of it, in order to colour his in- 
tended Converſion ? 5 1 


As this was the ſafeſt, ſo it was the moſt natu- 
ral Method of bringing about ſuch a Change; 
inſtead of aſcribing it to an Event which lay 
ſo open to Detection. For (to uſe the Words 
of St. Paul to Agrippa) this Thing was not done 
in a Corner, but in the Eye of the World, and 
ſubject immediately to the Examination of 


thoſe who would be moſt ſtrict in ſearching into 
the Truth of it, the Jews at Damaſcus. Had 


they been able to bring any Shadow of Proof to 
convict him of Fraud in this Affair, his whole 
Scheme of Impoſture mult have been nipt in the 


Bud. Nor were they at Jeruſalem, whoſe Com- 


miſſion he bore, leſs concerned to diſcover fo 
provoking a Cheat. But we find that many 
Years afterwards, when they had had all the 
Time and Means they could deſire to make the 


ſtricteſt Enquiry, he was bold enough to appeal 


to Agrippa in the Preſence of Feſtus, upon his 
own Knowledge of the Truth of his Story ; 


| who did not Oo him, though he had 


certainly | 


and Apaſtleſbip of St. Pa uli, 
certainly heard all that the Jets could alledge 
againſt the Credit of it in any Particular. A 
very remarkable Proof both of the Notoriety 
of the Fact, and the Integrity of the Man, 
who with ſo fearleſs a Confidence could call 
upon a King to give Teſtimony for him, even 
while he was ſitting in Judgment upon him. 


Bur to return to Ananias. Is it not ſtrange, 
if this Story had been an Impoſture, and he 
had been joined with Paul in carrying it on, 
that after their Meeting at Damaſcus we never 
ſhould hear of their conſorting together, or 
acting in Concert, or that the former drew 
any Benefit from the Friendſhip of the latter, 
when he became ſo conſiderable among the 
Chriſtians ? Did Auanias engage and continue 
in ſuch a dangerous Fraud without any Hope 
or Deſire of private Advantage? Or was it 


ſafe for Paul to ſhake him off, and riſk his Re- 
ſentment? There is, I think, no other Way 
to get over this Difficulty, but by ſuppoſing 


that Ananias happened to die ſoon after the 
other's Converſion. Let us then take that 
for granted without any Authority either of 
Hiſtory or Tradition, and let us ſee in what 
Manner this wondrous Impoſture was carried 

on 
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Gal. i. 
17, 18. 


Ol ſervations on the C onverſſon 
on by Paul himſelf. His firſt Care ought to 
have been, to get himſelf owned, and received 
as an Apoſtle by the Apoſtles. Till this was 
done, the Bottom he ſtood upon was very nar- 
row, nor could he have any probable Means 
of ſupporting himſelf in any Eſteem or Credit 
among the Diſciples. Intruders into Impol- 
tures run double Riſks ; they are in Danger 
of being detected, not only by thoſe upon 
whom they attempt to practiſe their Cheats, 


but alſo by thoſe whoſe Society they force 
themſelves into, who muſt always be jealous 


of ſuch an Intruſion, and much more from 
one who had always before behaved as their 
Enemy. Therefore to gain the Apoſtles, and 


bring them to admit him into a Participation 


of all their Myſteries, all their Deſigns, and 
all their Authority, was abſolutely neceſſary 
at this Time to Paul. The leaſt Delay was 
of dangerous Conſequence, and might expoſe 
him to ſuch Inconveniences as he never af- 


terwards could overcome. But inſtead of at- 


tending to this Neceſlity, he went into Arabia, 
and then returned again to Damaſcus ; nor 
did he go to Jeruſalem till three Years were 
paſt. 


—— — AIR rt KEDS bo — — 


and Apoſileſhip of Ct. Pa UL: 
Now this Conduct may be accounted for, 
| i it be true that (as he declares in his Epiſtle - 

to the Galatians) he neither received the Goſ- 
4 pel of any Man, neither was he taught it, but 
by the Revelation of Feſis Chriſti.” Under ſuch 

a Maſter, and with the Aſſiſtance of his Divine 
Power, he might go on boldly without any 
human Aſſociates; but an Impoſtor ſo left to 
himſelf, ſo deprived of all Help, all Support, 
allRecommendation, could not have ſucceeded. 


ForTuER ; we find that at Antioch he was 
not afra'd to c n Peter to his Face, and 
even /o reprove him before all the Diſciples, be- 
cauſe he was to be blamed. If he wasan Impoſtor, 
how could he venture to offend that Apoſtle, 
whom it ſo highly concerned him to agree with, 
and pleaſe ? Accomplices in a Fraud are 
obliged to ſhew greater Regards to each other; 
ſuch Freedom belongs to Truth alone. 

Bur let us conſider what Difficulties he had 
to encounter among the Gentiles themſelves, in 
the Enterprize he undertook of going to Them, 
making himſelf their Apaſtle, and converting 
Them to the Religion of Chriſt. As this Under- 


', » ba ah was the diſtinguiſhing Part of his Apoſto- 
lical 
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Ob ſervalions on the Conve. fon 


| Heal Functions, that which, in the Language 


of his Epiſtles, he was particularly called to; of 


| which, to ſpeak like an Unbeliever, he choſe 


and aſſigned to himſelf, it deſerves a particular 


| Conſideration: But I ſhall only touch the ptin- 


cipal Points of it as conciſely as I can, becauſe 


you have in a great meaſure exhauſted the Sub- 


ject in your late excellent Book on the Relurrec- 
tion, where you diſcourſe with ſuch Strength 
of Reaſon and Eloquence upon the Difficulties 


that oppoſed the Propagation of the C hriſtian 
Religion, in all Parts of the World, 


Now in this Enterprize St. Paul was to con- 


tend, /t, With the Policy and Power of the 
Magiſtrates; 2d, With the Intereſt, Credit, 
and Craft of the Prieſts; 3dly, With the Preju- 
dices and Paſſions of the People; 4thly, With 


the Wiſdom and Pride of the Philoſophers. 


Tu ar in all Heathen Countries the eſtabliſh- 
ed Religion was inter woven with their Civil 


Conſtitution, and ſupported by the Magiſtrates 
as an eſſential Part of the Government, whoever 
has any Acquaintance with Antiquity cannot 
but know. They tolerated indeed many dif- 
ferent Worſhips, (cho not with ſo entire a La- 


1 _ - | titude 


and Apoſtleſhip of St. Px ui. 
titude as ſome People ſuppoſe) as they ſuffered 
Mien to diſcourſe very freely concerning Reli- 
gion, provided they would ſubmit to an exterior 


Conformity with the eſtabliſhed Rites; nay, 


according, to the Genius of Paganiſm, which 
allowed an Intercommunity of Worſhip, they 


in molt Places ad mitted, without any great Dif- 


ficulty, new Gods and new Rites; but they no 


where endured any Attempt to overturn the 
eſtabliſhed Religion, or any direct Oppoſition 


made toit, eſteeming that an unpardonable Of- 
fence, not to the Gods alone, but to the State. 


This was ſo univerſal a Notion, and ſo conſtant 


a Maxim of Heathen Policy, that when the 
_ Chriſtian Religion ſer itſelf up in Oppoſition to 


all other Religions, admitted no Intercommu- 
nity with them, but declared that the Gods of 


the Gentiles were not to be worſhiped, nor any 


Society ſuffered between them and the en true 
God; when this new Doctrine began to be pro- 
pagated, and made ſuch a Progrets as to fall un- 

der the, Notice of the Magiſtrate, the Civil 
Power was every where armed with all its Ter- 
rors againſt it. 


dertook the Converſion of the Gentiles, he 
knew very well, that the moſt ſevere Perſecu- 
tions muſt be the Conſequence of any Succeſs 
in his Deſign. 


SECONDLY, 


When therefore St. Paul un- 
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Obſervations on the Converſion 
SecoxDLy, This Danger was rendered more 
certain by the Oppoſition he was to expect from 


the Intereſt, Credit, and Craft of the Prieſts. 


How gainful a Trade they, with all their infe- 
rior Dependants, made of thoſe Superſtitions 


which he propoſed to deſtroy; how much 


Credit they had with the People as well as 


the State by the Means of them, and how 
much Craft they employed in carrying on their 


Impoſtures, all Hiſtory ſhews. St. Paul could 


not doubt that all theſe Men would exert their 


| utmoſt Abilities to ſtop the Spreading of te 


Doctrines he preached, Doctrines which ſtruck 


at-the Root of their Power and Gain, and 


were much more terrible to them than thoſe 


of the moſt Atheiſtical Sect of Philoſophers, 


becauſe the latter contented themſelves with 
denyingtheir Principles, but at the ſame Time 
declared for ſupporting their Practices, as uſe- 
ful Cheats, or at leaſt acquieſced in them as 
Eſtabliſhments authorized by the Sanction of 


Law. Whatever therefore their Cunningcould 
do to ſupport their own Worſhip, whatever 


Aid they could draw from the Magiſtrate, 
whatever Zeal they could raiſe in the People, 


St. Paul was to contend with, unſupported by 
7 human Aſſiſtance. 


AND 


a eli, of St. Pa u 1. 


Axp Thirdly. This he was to do in direct 
Oppoſition to all the Prejudices and Paſſions of 
the People. Now had he confin'd his Preaching 
to Judea alone, this Difficulty would not have 


49 


occurred in near ſo great a Degree. The 


People there were fo moved by the Mira- 


cles the Apoſtles had wrought, as well as by 


the Memory of thoſe done by Jeſus, that 
in ſpite of their Rulers, they began to be fa- 
vourably diſpoſed towards them; and we even 
find that the High- Prieſt and the Council had 


more than once been with-held from treating 


the Apoſtles with ſo much Severity as they 
deſired to do, for Fear of the People. But in 


the People among the Gentiles no Tuch Diſ- 


_ poſitions could be expected: Their Preju- 


dices were violent, not only in Favour of their 


own Superſtitions, but in a particular Man- 
ner againſt any Doctrines taught, by a Fer. 
As, from their Averſion to all Idolatry, and 
irreconcileable Separation from all other Reli- 


gions, the Fews were accuſed of hating Man- 


kind, ſo were they hated by all other Nations: 
Nor were they hated alone, bur deſpiſed. To 
what a Degree that Contempt was carried, ap- 


_ Pears as well by the Mention made of them 
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Obſervations on the Converfion 


in Heathen Authors, as by the Complaints Jo- 


ſepbus makes of the Unreaſonablenels and In- 
juſtice of it in his Apology. What Authority 
then could St. Paul flatter himſelf that his 


| Preaching would carry along with it, among 


People to whom he was at once both the Ob- 
ject of national Hatred and national Scorn? 
But, beſides this popular Prejudice againſt a 


Jew, the Doctrines he taught were ſuch as 
| ſhocked all their moſt ingrafted Religious 
Opinions. They agreed to no Principles of 
which he could avail himſelf, to procure their 

Aſſent to the other Parts of the Goſpel he 


preached. To convert the Jews to Chriſt Feſus, 


he was able to argue from their own Scrip- 


Acts ix. 


tures, upon the Authority of Books which they 
owned to contain Divine Revelations, and 


from which he could clearly convince them, 


that Jeſus was the very Chris, But all theſe 
Ideas were new to the Gentiles, they expected 
no Chriſt, they allowed no fuch Scriptures, 
they were to be taught the Old Teflament as well 


as the New. How was this to be done by a 


Man not even authorized by his own Nation; 
oppoſed bythoſewho were greateſt,and thought 
wiſeſt among them; either quite ſingle, or 

| only 


and Apoſtle/ſhip of St. Paul. | e 
only attended by one or two more under the 
ſame Diſadvantages, and even of leſs Con- 
lideration than He? 


Tan Links of Nature indeed, without ex- Ads xiv, 
preſs Revelation, might have conducted the 5 mw 

Gentiles to the Knowledge of one God the 

Creator of all Things, and to that Light St. 


Paul might appeal, as we find that he did. 


But clear as it was, they had almoſt put it Rom. i. 
out by their Superſtitions, having changed the 325 


Glory of the uncorruptible God into an Image 
made like to corruptible Man, and to Birds, and 
four-footed Beaſts, and creeping Things, and ſerv- 
ing the Creature more than the Creator, And 
to this Idolatry they were ſtrongly attached, 
not by their Prejudices alone, but by their 
Paſſions, which were flattered and gratified in 
it, as they believed that their Deities would be 
render'd propitious, not by Virtue and Holi- 
neſs, but by Offerings, and Incenſe, and out- 
ward Rites; Rites which dazled their Senſes 
by magnificent Shews, and allured them by 
Pleaſures often of a very impure and immoral 
Nature. Inſtead of all this, the Goſpel pro- 
poſed to them no other Terms of Acceptance 
pz -: with 
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Ob ſervations on the Converſion 


| with God bur a Worſhip of him in Spirit and 


Truth, ſincere Repentance, and perfect Sub- 


miſſion to the Divine Laws, the ſtricteſt Pu- 


rity of Life and Manners, and renouncing of 


all thoſe Luſts in which they had formerly 


Sul. v. 
19, 20. 


walked. How unpalatable a Doctrine was 
this to Men ſo given up to the Power of 
thoſe Luſts, as the whole Heathen World was 
at that Time ! If their Philoſophers could be 


brought to approve it, there could be no 


Hope that the People would reliſh it, or ex- 


change the Eaſe and Indulgence which thoſe 


Religions they were bred up in allowed to 
their Appetites, for one ſo harſh and ſevere. 
But might not St. Paul, in order to gain 
them, relax that Severity ? He might have 


done fo, no doubt, and probably would, if 


he had been an Impoſtor ; but it appears by 


all his Epiſtles, that he preached it · as purely, 


and enjoined it as ſtrongly, as Jeſus himſelf, 


Bur ſuppoſing they might be perſuaded 


to quit their habitual Senſuality for the Pu- 


rity of the Goſpel, and to forſake their Ido- 


latries, which St. Paul reckons amongſt the 
| Works of the Fliſh, for the ſpiritual Worſhip 


of the one invifible God, how were they diſ- 
=; x . 1 5 poled 


and Apoſtleſhip of St. Paul, 63 
poſed to receive the Doctrine of the Salvation 
of Man by the Croſs of Jeſus Chriſt ? Could 
they who were bred in Notions ſo contrary to 
that great Myſtery, to that hidden Wiſdom of Cel | 
God, which none of the Princes of this Werld 77s. 
knew, incline to receive it againſt the Inſtrue- 
tions of all their Teachers, and the Example 
of all their Superiors ? Could they whoſe 
Gods had almoſt all been powerful Kings, and 
mighty Conquerors, they, who at that very 
Time paid Divine Honours to the Emperors of 
Rome, whoſe only Title to Deification was the 
Imperial Power; could they, I ſay, reconcile 
their Ideas to a crucified Son of God, to a Re- 
deemer of Mankind on the Croſs ? Would 
they look there for him who 1s the Image of Coloſſ. i. 
the inviſible God, the Firſt- born of every Crea- 8 16. 
ture: By whom and for whom were all Things 
created that are in Heaven, and that are in 
| Earth, whether they be Thrones, or Dominions, 
or Principalities, or Powers ? Now, molt ſurely, 
the Natural Man, (to ſpeak in the Words of 1 Cor. ii. 
St. Paul) received not theſe Things, for they are A 
Foolſlineſs to bim; neither could be know them, 
becauſe they are ſpiritually diſcerned. 1 may. 
therefore conclude, that in the Enterprize of 
6 converting the Gentiles, St. Paul was to con- 


D 3 1 


"_ 


* 
ern 1 An 


WY 
"Ty 
'FY 
3 
if 
8 
* 
& 
2 


bi 
7 
1 

43 


7 * p 
1 ” WOES! > pe He . "1 img Rs n enn "Opt \ 

7 FR TRUE TIO TIN es 2- 2 6 BO F I ere OT 
gfe nh bo ae Oi er nd n r » 3 * 7 24. : x 


Odſervations on the Converſion 


tend not only with the Policy and Power of 
the Magiſtrates, and with the Intereſt, Credit, 


and Craft of the Prieſts; but alſo with the 
Prejudices and Paſſions of the People. 


I ar next to ſhew, that he was to expect 


no leſs Oppoſition from the Wiſdom and 


Pride of the Philoſophers. And though ſome 
may imagine, that Men who pretend to be 
raiſed and refin'd, above vulgar Prejudices and 


vulgar Paſſions, would have been helpful to 


him in his Deſign, it will be found upon Exa- 
mination, that inſtead of aſſiſting or befriend. 


ing the Goſpel, they were its worſt and moſt 
irreconcileable Enemies. For they had Pre- 


judices of their own ſtill more repugnant to 


the Doctrines of Chrift than thoſe of the Vul- 


gar, more deeply rooted, and more obſtinate- 
ly fixed in their Minds. 'Fhe Wiſdom upon 


| which they valued themſclves, chiefly conſiſt- 


ed in vain metaphyſical Speculations, in logi- 


| cal Subtleties, in endleſs Diſputes, in high- 
| flown Conceits of the Perfection and Self- 
ſufficiency of human Wiſdom, in dogmatical 


Poſitiveneſs about doubtful Opinions, or ſcep- 
tical Doubts about the moſt clear and certain 
Truths. It muſt appear at firſt Sight, that 

| | ane 


and: ed of . Pao, 


nothing could be more contradictory to the 


firſt Principles of the Chriſtian Religion, than 
thoſe of the Atheiſtical, or Sceptical Sects, 
which at that Time prevailed very much, both 
among the Greeks and the Romans ; nor ſhall 
we find that the Theiſtical Sects were much 


leſs at Enmity with it, when we conſider the 


Doctrine _ held upon the Nature of God 
and the Soul. 


+ Dur 4 will not 1 on a Subject which 

tae molt learned Mr. Warburton has han. led 
ſo well. If it were neceſſary to enter particu- 
larly into this Argument, I could eaſily prove, 
that there was not one of all the different phi- 
loſophical Sects then upon Earth, not even 
the Platenicks themſelves, who are thought to 


| favour it moſt, that did not maintain ſome 


See the 
Divine 
Legation 
of Moſes, 
I. iii. 

Sce alſo a 
late Pam- 
phlet, en- 


titled, A 


Cr itical 


Enquiry 
into the 
Opinions 


Opinions fundamentally contrary to thoſe of and Prac- 


| the Goſpel. And in this they all agreed, to 
explode as moſt unphiloſophical, and contrary 
to every. Notion that any among them main- 

tained, that great Article of the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion, upon which the Foundations of it are 
laid, and without which St. Paul declares to 
his Proſelytes, their Faith would be vain, the 


D 4 . 


tice of the 
ancient 
Philoſo- 
phers, 


| concern 


ing the 
Nature of 
the Soul, 
and a fa- 


ture State. 


1 Cor. xv. 
17, 20. 


56 Obſervations on the Converſion 
Reſurrection of the Dead with their Bodies, of 
Col. i. 18, which Reſurrection Chri was the Firſt- born. 
Beſides the Contrariety of their Tenets to 
thoſę of the Gofpel, the Pride that was com- 
mon to, all the Philoſophers, was of itſelf an 
. almoſt invincible Obſtacle againſt the Admiſ- 
ſion of the Evangelical Doctrines calculated to 
Rom. i. humble that Pride, and teach them, that pro- 
22. feſſms themſelves to be wiſe they became Fools. 
This Pride was no leſs intractable, no leis 
averſe to the Inſtructions of Cbriſt, or of his 
Apoſtles, than that of the Scribes and Phari- 
fees. St. Paul was therefore to cohtend in his 
Enterprize of converting the Gentiles, with all 
the Oppoſition that could be made to it by all 
the different Sets of Philoſophers. And how 
formidable an Oppolition this was, let thoſe 
conſider who are acquainted from Hiſtory 
with the great Credit thoſe Sects had obtain'd 
at that Time in the World, a Credit, even ſu- 
perior to that of the Prieſts. Whoever pre- 
tended to Learning or Virtue was their Diſci- 


ple; the greateſt Magiſtrates, Generals, Kings, 

ranged themſelves under their Diſcipline, were 

trained up in their Schools, and profeſſed the 
= Opinions they taught. 


I : | = © 


and Apoſtleſhip of St. pol. 85 57 


ALL theſe Sects made it a Maxim, not to 

diſturb the popular Worſhip, or eſtabliſhed 
Religion; but under thoſe Limitations they 

taught very freely whatever they pleaſed, and 

no Religious Opinions were more warmly ſup- 
ported, chan thoſe they delivered were by their 
Followers. The Chriftian Religion at once 
overturned their ſeveral Syſtems, taught a 
- Morality more perfect than theirs, and eſta- 

bliſhed it upon higher and much ſtronger 
Foundations, mortified their Pride, confound- 

ed their Learning, diſcovered their Ignorance, 

ruined their Credit, Againſt ſuch an Enemy 
what would they not do? Would they not 

exert the whole Power of their Rhetorick, 

the whole Art of their Logick, their Influ- 

ence over the People, their Intereſt with the 

Great, to diſcredit a Novelty fo alarming to 

them all ? If St. Paul had had nothing to 1 
truſt to but his own natural Faculties, his 

own Underſtanding, Knowledge, and Elo- 

quence, could he have hoped to be ſingly 

a Match for all theirs united againſt him ? 

Could a Teacher unheard of before, from an 

obſcure and unlearned Part of the World, have 
withſtood the Authority of Plato, Ariftetle, 5 
Epicurus, Zeno,  Arceſilaus, Carneades, and all  * 
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' Obſervations on the — 


the great Names which held the firſt "EY 
of human Wiſdom? He might as well have 


attempted alone, or with the Help of Barna- 
bas and Silas, of Timathers and Titus, to have 


| erected a Monarchy upon the Ruins of all the 


ſeveral States then 1n the World, as to have 


erected Chriſtianity upon the Deſtruction of 


all the ſeveral Sects of Philoſophy which 
reigned in the Minds of the Gentiles, among 


whom he preached, particularly the Greeks 
and the Romans. | 7 | 


HavinG thus proved (as I think) that in 
the Work of converting the Gentiles, St. Paul 


could have no Aſſiſtance, but was ſure on the 


contrary of the utmoſt Repugnance and Op- 
poſition toit imaginable, from the Magiſtrates, 


from the Prieſts, from the People, and from 


the Philoſophers; it neceſſarily follows, that 
to ſucceed in that Work he muſt have called 


in ſome extraordinary Aid, ſome ſtronger 


Power than that of Reaſon and Argument. 
Accordingly we find, he tells the Corin/brans, 
that his Speech and Preaching was not with 
enticing Words of Man's Wiſdom, but in De- 


monſtration of the Spirit and of Power, 1 Cor. 


TR 4. And to the Thalonians, he ſays, Our | 
Goſpel 


PS . 
« #$ 4 


and Apoſil:ſiip of St. Pavi. 

Goſpel came not unto you in Word only, but alſo in 
Power and in the Holy Ghoſt. 1 Theſſ. i. 5. 
It was to the Efficacy of the Divine Power 
that he aſcribed all his Succeſs in thoſe Coun- 


tries, and wherever elſe he planted the Goſpel 


of Chriſt, If that Power really went with him, 
it would enable him to overcome all thoſe Dif- 
 ficulties that obſtructed his Enterprize, bur : hen 
| be was not an Impoſtor : Our Enquiry therefore 


mult be, whether (ſuppoſing him to have been 


an Impoſtor) he could by pretending to Miracles 
have overcome all thoſe Difficulties, and car- 
ried on his Work with Succels. 


Now to give Miracles, falſely pretended 


to, any Reputation, two Circumſtances are 
principally neceſſary, an apt Diſpoſition in thoſe 
whom they are deſigned to impoſe upon, and a 
powerful Confederacy to carry on, and abett the 
Cheat. Both theſe Circumſtances, or at leaſt 


one of them, have always accompanied all the 


falſe Miracles, ancient and modern, which have 


obtain'd any Credit among Mankind. To both 
theſe was owing the general Faith of the Hea- 
then World in Oracles, Auſpices, Auguries, 


and other Impoſtures, by which the Prieſts, 


combined with the Magiltrates, ſupported the 


national 
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69 Obſervations on the Converſion 
national Worſhip, and deluded a People pre- 
poſſeſſed in their Favour, and willing to be 
deceived. Both the ſame Cauſes likewiſe co- 
operate in the Belief that is given to Popiſh 
Miracles among thoſe of their own Church. 
But neither of theſe aſſiſted St. Paul. What 
Prepoſſeſſions could there have been in the 
Minds of the Gentiles, either in Favour of him, 
or the Doctrines he taught? Or rather, what 
Prepoſſeſſions could be ſtronger than thoſe, 
which they undoubredly had againſt both ? If 
he had remained in Fudea, it might have been 
| ſuggeſted by Unbelicvers, that the Jetus were 
a credulous People, apt to ſeek after Miracles, and 
to afford them an eaſy Belief; and that the 
Fame of thoſe ſaid to be done by Feſus him- 
ſelf, and by his Apoſtles, before Paul declared 
his Converſion, had prediſpoſed their Minds, 
and warmed their Imaginations to the Admiſ- 
fron of others e ee to be wrought by the 
ſame Power. 
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Tux ſignal Miracle of the Apoſtles ſpeak- | 
ing with Tongues on the Day of Pentecoſt, 
Ads, ch. had made three thouſand Converts; that of 

ii. ver. by: healing the lame Man at the Gate of the Tem- 
ch. iv. v 
. e, five 2 more. Nay ſuch was the 


F _ 


and Apoſileſip of St. Pa u 1. 
Faith of the Multitude, that they brought forth 


the Sick into the Streets, and laid them on 
Beds and Couches, that at the leaſt the Shadow 


f Peter paſſing by might over-ſhadow ſome of 
them. Ads v. ver, 15, Here was therefore a 
good Foundation laid for Paul to proceed upon 
in pretending to ſimilar miraculous Works; 
tho? the Prieſts and the Rulers were harden'd 
| againſt them, the People were inclined to give 
Credit to them, and there was reaſon to hope 
for Succeſs among them both at Feruſalem, and 


in all the Regions belonging to the eus. But 


no ſuch Diſpoſitions were to be found in the 


Gentiles, There was among them no Matter 


prepared for Impoſture to work upon, no 


Gr - 


Knowledge of Chriſt, no Thought of his 


Power, or of the Power of thoſe who came 
in his Name. Thus when, at Lyſtra, St. Paul 
healed the Man who was a Cripple from his 
Birth, ſo far were the People there from ſup- 
poſing that he could be able to do ſuch a 
thing as an Apoſtle of Chriſt, or by any Virtue 
derived from &im, that they took Paul and Bar- 
nabas to be Gods of their own come down in the 
Likeneſs of Men, and would have a es to 
them as ſuch. 


Now 


Acts xiv. 


Obſervations on the Converſion = 
Now I aſk, did the Citizens of Lyſira con- 
eur in this Matter to the deceiving themſelves? 

Were their Imaginations overheated with any 
Conceits of a miraculous Power belonging to 
Paul, which could diſpoſe them to think he 
worked ſuch a Miracle when he did not? As 
the contrary is evident, ſo in all other Places to 
which he carried the Goſpel, it may be proved 
to Demonſtration, that he could find no Diſpo- 
ſition, no Aptneſs, no Bias to aid his Impoſture, 
it the Miracles, by which he every where con- 
firmed his Preaching, had not been true, 
On the other hand let us examine, whe- 
ther without the Advantage of ſuch an Aſſiſt- 
ance there was any Confederacy ſtrong enovgh 
to impoſe his falſe Miracles upon the Gentiles, 
who were both unprepared and undiſpoſed to 
receive them. The contrary is apparent. He 
was in no Combination with their Prieſts or 
their Magiſtrates; no Sef or Party among them 
gave him any Help; all Eyes were open and 
watchful to detect his Impoſtures, all Hands 
ready to puniſh him as ſoon as detected. Had 
he remained in Judea, he would at leaſt have had 
many Confederates, all the Apoſtles, all the 
Diſciples of Cbriſt, at that Time pretty numer- 
ous; but in preaching to the Genti/es he was 
1 = often 
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often alone, never with more than two or three 


Companions or Followers. Was this a Con- 


federacy powerful enough to carry on ſuch a 


Cheat, in ſo many different Parts of the World, 
againſt the united Oppoſition of the Magiſ- 
trates, Pri:ſts, Philoſophers, People, all com- 
bined to detect and expoſe their Frauds? 


Ler it be alſo conſidered, that thoſe upon 
whom they practiſed theſe Arts were not a groſs 
or ignorant People, apt to miſtake any uncom- 
mon Operations of Nature, or juggling Tricks, 
for miraculous Acts. The Churches planted by 


St. Paul were in the moſt enlightened Parts of ; 


the World, among the Greeks of A/ia and 


Europe, among the Romans, in the Midſt of 


Science, Philoſophy, Freedom of Thought, and 
in an Age more inquiſitively curious into the 


powers of Nature, and leſs inclined to credit 


religious Frauds, than any before it. Nor were 
they only the loweſt of the People that he con- 
verted. Sergius Paulus, the Proconſul of Pa- 
phos, Eraſtus, + Chamberlain of Corinth, and 
Dionyſius the Arecpagite, were his Proſely tes. 


_ Upon the Si It appears beyond Contra- 
diction, that his Pretenſion to Miracles was 
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Ob ſervations on the Converſſon 


not aſſiſted by the Dip Htion of thoſe whom he 


deſigned to convert by thoſe Means, nor by 
any powerful Confederacy to carry on, and 
abect the Cheat, without both which concur- 
ring Circumſtances, or one at leaſt, no ſuch 


Pretenſion was ever ſupported with any Suc- 


ceſs. 

Born theſe C ircumſtances concurred even in 
the late famous Miracles ſuppoſed to be done 
at Abbe Paris's Tomb. They had not indeed 
the Support of the Government, and for that 


reaſon appear to deſerve more Attention than 


other Popiſh Miracles; but they were ſupport- 
ed by all the Janſeniſis, a very powerful and 


numerous Party in France, made up partly of 


wiſe and able Men, partly of Bigots and En- 


thuſiaſts. All theſe confederated together to 
give Credit to Miracles, ſaid to be worked in 
| behalf of their Party, and thoſe who-believed 


them were ſtrongly diſpoſed to that Belief. 
And yet with theſe Advantages how eaſily were 
they ſuppreſſed ! Only by walling up that Part 


of the Church, where the Tomb of the Saint, 


who was ſuppoſed to work them, was placed! 
Soon after this was done, a Paper was fixed on 
the Wall with this Inſcription : 5 

De 


and Apoſtleſhip of St. Pa Ub. 


De par le Roy defenſe d Dieu 
De faire Miracle en ce Lieu, 


By Command of the King, God is forbidden 4% 


work any more Miracles here. The Paſquinade 
was a witty one, but the Event turned the 
Point of it againſt the Party by which it was 


made: For if God had really worked any Mi- 


racles there, could this abſurd Prohibition have 
taken Effect? Would He have ſuffered his 
Purpoſe to be defeated by building a Wall ? 
When all the Apoſtles were ſhut up in Priſon 
to hinder their working of Miracles, the Angel 
of the Lord opened the Priſon Doors, and let 
them out. But the Power of Al Paris could 


Acts v. 16. 
& ſequen- 
tes, tothe 
26th. 


neither throw down the Wall that excluded 


his Votaries, nor operate through that Impe- 


diment. And yet his Miracles are often com- 


pared with, and oppoled by Unbelic vers to, 
thoſe of Cbriſt and his Apoſtles, which is the 


| Reaſon of my having taken this particular No- 


tice of them here. But to go back to the Times 


nearer to St. Paul's. There is in Lucian an Ac- 


countofa very extraordinary and ſucceſsful Im- 
poſture carried on in his Days, by one Alexander 
of Pontus, who introduced a new God into that 
Country, whoſe Prophet he called himſelf, and 


Vide the 
Pſeudo-—- 
mantis of 
Lucian. 
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in whoſe Name he pretended to Miracles, and 
delivered Oracles, by which he acquired great 
Wealth and Power. All the Arts by which this 
Cheat was managed are laid open by Lucian, and 

nothing can better point out the Difference 
between Impoſture and Truth, than to obſerve 
the different Conduct of this Man and St. Paul. 
Alexander made no Alteration in the Religion 
eſtabliſhed in Pontus before; he only grafted 
his own upon it; and ſpared no Pains to in- 
Pſendom. tereſt in the Succeſs of it the whole Heathen 


SR Prieſthood, not only in Pontus, but all overthe 
765, 766. World; ſending great Numbers of thoſe who 


came to conſult him to other Oracles, that were 

at that Time in the higheſt Vogue; by which 

Ibid. 763. Means he engaged them all to ſupport the Re- 
putation of his, and abett his Impoſture. He 
ſpoke with the greateſt Reſpect of all the Sects 

| of Philoſophers, except the Epicureans, who from 

* their Principles he was ſure would deride and 
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oppoſe his Fraud ; for though they preſumed 

not to innovate, and overturn eſtabliſhed Reli- 

gions, yet they very freely attacked and expoſed 
all Innovations that were introduced under the 

Name of Religion, and had not the Authority 

Ibid. 0 of a legal Eſtabliſhment. To get the better of 
5 773 their Oppoſition, a as well as that of the Chriſ. 

tians, 


and Apoſtleſhip of St. Pau. 


Force, exciting the People againſt them, and 


Miniſter ; for I have no Regard for Riches myſelf, 
but the greateſt for my Prophet, And he ſhared 


the Gains that he made, which were immenſe, 


among an infinite Number of Aſſociates, and 


Inſtruments, whom he employed in carrying 


on and ſupporting his Fraud. When any de- 


_ clared themſelves to be his Enemies, againſt 


whom he durſt not proceed by open Force, he 


67 
tians, he called in the Aid of Perſecution and Ibid. 762, 


768, 7733 
774. 


anſwering Objections with Stones. That he 
might be ſure to get Money enough, he deli- 
vered this Oracle in the Name of his God, I 
command you to grace with Gifts my Prophet ond 


endeavoured to gain them by Blandiſhments, 


and having got them into his Power, to de- 


ſtroy them by ſecret Ways; which Arts he 


practiſed againſt Lucian himſelf. Others he 
kept in Awe and Dependence upon him, by 
detaining in his own Hands the written Queſ- 


tions they had propoſed to his God upon 


State Affairs; and as theſe generally came 


from Men of the greateſt Power and Rank, 


Ibid. 776. 


780, 781. 


his being poſſeſs'd of them was of infinite Ser- 


* Muneribus Aube meum Vatem : atque Miniſtrum 


| Præcipio nec opum mihi cura, at maxima Vatis. 
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Obſervations on the Converſ on 


vice to him, and made him Maſter of all 
their Credit, and of no little Part of their 
Wealth. 


He obtained the Protection and Friendſhip 
of Rutilianus, a great Roman General, by flat- 
tering him with Promiſes of a very long Life, 
and Exaltation to Deity after his Death; and 
at laſt having quite turned his Head, enjoin'd 
him by an Oracle to marry his Daughter, whom 
he pretended to have had by the Moon ; which 


Ibid. 781. Command Rutilianus obey'd, and by his Al- 


liance ſecured this Impoſtor from any Danger 
of Puniſhment; the Roman Governor of By- 
tbinia and Pontus excuſing himſelf on that Ac- 

count from doing Juſtice upon him, when 


wid. 553, Lucian and ſeveral others offered themſelves to 


Ibid. 762, 
705. 


be his Acculers. 

He never quitted that ignorant and bar- 
barous Country, which he had made Choice 
of at firſt as the fitteſt to play his Tricks in 
undiſcover'd ; but, reſiding himſelf among 
thoſe ſuperſtitious and credulous People, ex- 
tended his Fame to a great Diſtance by the 
Emiſſaries which he employed all over the 


World, eſpecially at Rome, who did not pre- 
tend 


"CO res. 


and Apoſtlehip of St. Pa u l. 


tend themſelves to work any Miracles, but 


only promulgated his, and gave him Intel- 


ligence of all that it was uſeful for him to 
Know. | | 


= I 


Turks were the Methods Py: WO IE 


remarkable Fraud was conducted, every one 


of which is directly oppoſite to all thoſe uſed 


by St. Paul in preaching the Goſpel z and yet 
ſuch Methods alone could give Succeſs to a 


Cheat of this Kind. I will not mention the 
many Debaucheries, and wicked Enormities 


committed by this falſe Prophet under the 


Maſk of Religion, which is another characte- 


riſtical Difference between him and St. Paul; 


nor the ambiguous Anſwers, cunning Eva- 
fions, and juggling Artifices which he made 


uſe of; in all which it is ealy to ſee the evi- 


dent Marks of an Impoſture, as well as in the 


Objects he plainly appears to have had in 
View. That which I chiefly inſiſt upon, is 


the ſtrong Confederacy with which he took 


care to ſupport his Pretenſion to miraculous 
Powers, and the apt Diſpoſition in thoſe he 


impoſed upon to concur and aſſiſt in deceiving 
themſelves; Advantages entirely wanting to 
the Apoſtles of Chriſ. = 
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Obſervations on the Converſion 


F ROM all this I think it may be concluded, 


that no human Means employed by St. Paul, 


in his Deſign of converting the Gentiles, were 


or could be adequate to the great Difficulties 


he had to contend with, or to the Succels that 


we know attended his Work ; and we can in 
Reaſon aſcribe that Succeſs to no other Cauſe, 


but ie Power of God going along with and 


aiding his Miniſtry, becauſe no others was equal 
to the IS 


„* 
1 2 
1 * 9 


Havinc then ſhewn that St. Paul had uo ra- 
tional Motives to become an Apoſtle of Chrit, 
without being himſelf convinced of the Truth 


of that Goſpel he preached, and that, had he 


engaged in ſuch an Impoſture without any ra- 
tional Motives, he would have had no poſſible 
Means to carry it on with any Succeſs ; having 
alſo brought Reaſons of a very ſtrong Nature, 


to make it appear, that the Succeſs he un- 

doubtedly had in preaching the Goſpel was an 
Effect of the Divine Power attending his Mi- 
niſtry, I might reſt all my Proof of the Chriſ- 
tian Religion being a Divine Revelation upon 
the Arguments drawn from this Head alone. | 


But, e to conſider this Subject in all poſſible 
| Lights, 


8 2 Ew aun.er 
4 5 


4 Apalietip of St. Paul. 


Lights, I ſhall purſue the Propoſition which I 


ſet out with through each of its ſeveral Parts; 

and having proved, as I hope, to the Gila 
viction of any impartial Man, that St. Paul 
was not an Impoſtor, who ſaid what he knew 


to be falſe with an Intent to deceive, I come 


next to conſider whether he was an Enibuſiaſt, 
who by the Force of an overheated Imagina- 
tion impoſed upon himſelf. 


Now theſe are the Ingredients of which En. 


thufiaſm is generally compoſed : great Heat 
of Temper, Melancholy, Ignorance, Credu- 


lity, and Vanity or Self conceit. That the 


firſt of theſe Qualities was in St. Paul may be 
concluded from that Fervour of Zeal with 
which he acted both as a Few and Chriſtian, in 


maintaining that which he thought tobe right; 
and hence, I ſuppoſe, as well as from the Im- 


poſſibility of his having been an Impoſtor, 
| ſome Unbelievers have choſe to conſider him 
as an Enthuſiaſt. But this Quality alone will 


not be ſufficient to prove him to have been fo, 
in the Opinion of any reaſonable Man. The 


ſame Temper has been common to others, 
who undoubtedly were not Enthuſiaſts, to the 
Gracebi, to Cato, to Brutus, to many more 


'B'4 among 
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Obſervations on the Converſion 
among the beſt and wiſeſt of Men. Nor does 
it appear that this Diſpoſition had ſuch a Maſ- 
tery over the Mind of St. Paul, that he was not 
able ar all Times to rule and controul it by the 


Dictates of Reaſon. On the contrary he was 


1 Cor. ix. 
20, 21, 22. 


ſo much the Maſter of it, as, in Matters of an 
indifferent Nature, to become all Things 10 all 
Men, bending his Notions and Manners to 


theirs, ſo far as his Duty to God would per- 


mit, with the moſt pliant Condeſcenſion; a 


Conduct neither compatible with the Stiffneſs 


of a Bigot, nor the violent Impulſes of fanatic 
Dcluſions. His Zeal was eager and warm, but 
led with Prudence, and even with the 
Civilities and Decorums of Life, as appears by 
his Behaviour to Agrippa, Feſtus, and Felix; 
not the blind, 1nconſiderate, rene Zeal of 
an Enthuſiaſt. 


Ler us now ſee if any one of thoſe other 
Qualities which I have laid down, as diſpoſing 


the Mind to Enthuſiaſm, and as being cha- 
racteriſtical of it, belong to St. Paul. Firſt, 


Kookes 
cont, 
Apton, 
1. li. c. 37. 


as to Melancholy, which of all Diſpoſitions of 
Body or Mind is moſt prone to Enthuſiaſm, 
it neither appears by his Writings, nor by any 
thing told of him in the Acts of the Apoſtles, 
nor 


| ad Betis of . Fü 


nor by any other Evidence, that St. Paul was 


inclined to it more than other Men. Though 


he was full of Remorſe for his former ignorant 


Periccution of the Church of Chrift, we read 
of no gloomy Penances, no extravagant Mor- 
tifications, ſuch as the Bramins, the Faugues, 


the Monks of La Trape, and other melancholy 
Enthuſiaſts, inflict on themſelves. His Holi- 


neſs only conſiſted in the Simplicity of a good 
Life, and the unwearied Performance of thoſe 
Apoſtolical Duties to which he was called. 
The Sufferings he met with on that Account 
he chearfully bore, and even rejoiced in them 
for the Love of Chriſt Jeſus, but he brought 
none on himſelf; we find, on the contrary, 
that he pleaded the Privilege of a Roman Ci- 
tizen to avoid being whip'd. I could mention 
more Inſtances of his having uſed the beſt Me- 
thods that Prudence could ſuggeſt, to eſcape 
Danger, and ſhun Perſecution, whenever it 
could be done without betraying the Duty of 
his Office, or the Honour of God.“ | 


Compare 


: * Aremarkable Inflance of this appears in his Conduct Acts xvii. 


73 


amon g the Athenians . There was at Athens a Law, which & Joſe- 


made it capital to introduce or teach any new Gods in phus cont. 


their State, Therefore when Paul was preaching 7e/usand Apion. 


the l. ii. g. 37. 
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ComPaRE with this the Conduct of 
Francis of Aſiſli, or Ignatius Loyola, and 
other Enthuſiaſts fainted. by Rome, it will | 
be found the Reverſe of St. Paul's. He 


© cviſhed indeed to die, and be with Chriſt,” but 
ſuch a wiſh is no Proof of Melancholy, or 


of Enthuſiaſm; it only proves his Convic- 
tion of the Divine Truths he preached, and 


of the Happineſs laid up for him in thoſe 


bleſſed Abodes which had been ſhewn to 


him even in this Life. Upon the whole, nei- 


ther in his Actions, nor in the Inſtructions he 


the Reſurrection to the A4thenian;, ſome of them carried 
him before the Court of Areopagus, the ordinary Judges 
of Criminal Matters, and in a particular Manner entruſt- 
ed with the Care of Religion, as having broken this Law, 
and being à Setter-forth of ſtrange Gods, Now in this 


Caſe an Impoſtor would have retracted his Doctrine to 


fave his Life, and an Enthuſiaſt would have loſt his Life 
without trying to ſave it by innocent Means. St. Paul 
did neither the one nor the other; he availed himſelf of 
an Altar which he had found in the City, inſcribed Ts the 


Unknown Cod, and pleaded that he did not propoſe to 


them the Worſhip of any new God, but only explained to 
them one whom their Government had already received; 
Whom therefore ye ignorantly worſhip, him declare I unto you, 
By this he avoided the Law, and eſcaped being condemn - 
ed by the Areopagus, without departing in the leaſt from 
the Truth of the Goſpel, or violating the Honour of 

God. An admirable Proof, in my Opinion, of the 
good Senſe with which he acted, and one that ſhews 
there was no Mixture of Fanaticiſm in his Religion, 


gave 


and Apoftleſhip of St. Pa ul. | 
gave to thoſe under their Charge, is there any 


IS: 


Tincture of Melancholy, which yet is ſo eſſen- 


tial a Characteriſtick of Enthuſiaſm, that I have 


ſcarce ever heard of any Enthuſiaſt ancient or 


modern, in whom ſome very evident Marks 
of it did not appear. 


As to Ignorance, which is another Ground 
of Enthuſiaſm, St. Paul was ſo far from i it, that 


| he appears to have been Maſter not of the 


Jewiſh Learning alone, but of the Greek. And 


this is one Reaſon why he is leſs liable to the 


Imputation of having been an Enthuſiaſt than 


the other Apoſtles, though none of them were 
ſuch any more than he, as may by other Argu- 
ments be invincibly proved. 


I navzs mentioned Credulity as another 
Characteriſtick and Cauſe of Enthuſiaſm, which 
that it was not in St. Paul the Hiſtory of 
his Life undeniably ſhews. For, on the con- 
trary, he ſeems to have been ſlow and hard of 
Belief in the extremeſt Degree, having paid 
no Regard to all the Miracles done by our Sa- 
viour, the Fame of which he could not be a 
Stranger ** as he lived i in Jeruſalem, nor to 
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76 Ob ſer vation on the Converſion 
that ſignal one done after his Reſurrection, 

Acts iii, and in his Name, by Peter and Fobn, upon the 

| lame Man at the Beautiful Gate of the Temple; 
nor to the Evidence given in conſequence of 

it by Peter, in Preſence of the High-Prieſt, 

the Rulers, Elders, and Scribes, that Chriſt 

Act. v. 18, was raiſed from the Dead. He muſt. allo 
5 have known, that when all the Apoſtles had 
30, 31,32. been ſhut up in the common Priſon, and the 
Higb-Prieſt, the Council, and all the Senate of 

the Children of Iſrael had ſent their Officers 10 

' bring them before them, the Officers came and 
found them not in Priſon, but return'd and made 

this Report: The Priſon truly found ce ſhut 
with all Safety, and the Keepers ſtanding with 

© out before the Doors, but hen wwe had open'd 
doe found no Man within.“ And that the 
Council was immediately told, ht the Men 

they had put in Priſon were landing in the Tem- 

| ple, and teaching the People, And that being 
brought from thence before the Council, they 

had ſpoke theſe memorable Words, Me ought 

10 obey God rather than Men. The God of cur 
Fathers raiſed up Jeſus, whom ye few and hanged 

on a Tree. Ilim hath God exalted with his Right 

Hand lo be a Fines and a Saviour, for to give 
Repentance 
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Fepentante to Iſrael, and Forgiveneſs of Sins. 5 


And we are bis Witneſſes of theſe Things, and 
_ fo is alſo the Holy Ghoſt, whom God has given 
to them that obey him. All this he reſiſted, and 
was conſenting to the Murder of Stephen, who 
_ preached the ſame Thing, and evidenced it by 


Miracles. So that his Mind, far from being | 
difpoſed to a credulous Faith, or a too eaſy Re- 


ception of any Miracle worked in Proof of the 


Acts viii, 
1. 


Chriſtian Religion, appears to have been bar- 


red againſt it by the moſt obſtinate Prejudices, 


as much as any Man's could poſſibly be; and i 


from hence we may fairly conclude, chat no- 
thing leſs than the irreſiſtible Evidence of is 
own Senſes, clear from all Poſſibility of Doubt, 
could have overcome his Unbelief, 


Vanity or Self. e. conceit is another Cireum- 
ſtance that for the moſt Part prevails in the 
Character of an Enthuſiaſt. It leads Men of 
a warm Temper and religious Turn, to 
think themſelves worthy of the ſpecial Re- 
gard, and extraordinary Favours of God ; 
and the Breath of that Inſpiration to which 


they pretend, is often no more than the Wind 


of this Vanity, which puffs them up to ſuch 


extravagant Imaginations. This ſtrongly ap- 


pears 


78 
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pears in the Writings and Lives of ſome en- 


thuſiaſtical Hereticks in the Myſticks both 


ancient and modern, in many Founders of 
Orders and Saints both Male and Female 


amongſt the Papiſts, in ſeveral Proteſtant 
Sectaries of the laſt Age, and even in ſome 
of the Methodiſts now*. All the Divine 
Communications, Illuminations, and Exta- 
ſies, to which they have pretended, evident- 


ly ſprung from much Selt-conceit, working 


rogether with the Vapours of Melancholy 
upon a warm Imagination; and this is one 
Reaſon, beſides the contagious Nature of Me- 


lancholy, or Fear, that makes Enthuſiaſm fo 


very catching among weak Minds. Such are 
molt ſtrongly diſpoſed to Vanity ; and, when 


they ſee others pretend to extraordinary Gifts, 
are apt to flatter themſelves that they may par- 
take of them as well as thoſe whoſe Merit they 
think no more than their own. Vanity there- 


fore may juſtly be deemed a principal Source 
of Enthuſiaſm. But that St. Paul was as free 


_ * See the Account of Montanus and his Followers, the 
Writings of the counterfeit Pionyſius the Areopagite, Santa 
T hereſa, St. Catharine of Sienna, Madame Beurignon, the 
Lives of St. Francis of Mili, and Ignatius Loyola; fee allo 


an Account of the Lives of George Fox and of Rice Evans, 


and Whitefeld"s Journal. 


from 
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from it as any Man, I think may be gathered 
from all that we ſee in his Writings, or know | 
of his Life. Throughout his Epittles there is 
not one Word that ſavours of Vanity, nor is 
any Action recorded of him, in which the leaſt 
Mark of it appears. 


In his Epiſtle to the Epbeſſans he calls him- Eph. iii. s. 
ſelf leſs than the leaſt of all Saints. And to 
the Corinthians he ſays, Le is the leaſt of the 1 Cor. xv. 
Apoſtles, and not meet to be called an Apoſtle, be- 3 
cauſe be bad perſecuted the Church of God. 
In his Epiſtle to T imotby he ſays, This is a 1 Tim. i. | 
faithful Saying, and worthy of all Accepta- 15. 

tion, That Chriſt Feſus came into the World | 
to ſave Sinners, of whom I am Chief. How- 
beit for this Cauſe I obtained Mercy, that 
in me firſt Fe/us Chriſt might ſhew forth all ö 
Long - ſuffering, for a Pattern to them which f 
mould hereafter believe in him to Life ever- 5 

* laſting,” HED 


* = 


A 


; Ir is true indeed, that in another Epiſtle 

he tells the Crointhians, That he was not a whit © 

bebind the very chiefeſt of the Apoſtles, 2 o. 1 
xi. 5, But the Occaſion which drew from him ; 
thele Words muſt be conſider'd. A falſe 


„ Teacher 


1 


Ob ſervations on the Converſion ; | 
Teacher by Faction and Calumny had brought 
his Apoſtleſhip to be in queſtion among the 


Corinthians. Againſt ſuch an Attack not to 


have aſſerted his Apoſtolical Dignity would 


| have been a betraying of the Office and Duty 
committed to him by God. He was there- 


fore conſtrained to do himſelf Juſtice, and 
not let down that Character, upon the Au- 
thority of which the whole Succeſs and Effi- 
cacy of his Miniſtry among them depended. 
But how did he do it? Not with that Wan- 


tonneſs which a vain Man indulges, when he 


can get any Opportunity of commending 


| himſelf; not with a pompous Detail of all the 


amazing Miracles which he had perform'd in 


different Parts of the World, though he had 
ſo fair an Occaſion of doing it, but with a 


| modeſt and ſimple Expoſition of his abundant 


I Cor. xii. 
12. 


Labours and Sufferings in preaching the Gol- 


pel, and barely reminding them, that the 


« Signs of an Apoſtle had been wrought among 
* them in all Patience, in Signs, and Wonders, 


and mighty Deeds.“ Could he ſay lets than 


this? Is not ſuch Boaſting Humility it/elf ? 


And yet for this he makes many Apologies, 


s hy. xi. 
1. 16, 17, 
18, 19, 30. 


expreſſing the greateſt Uneaſineſs in being 


— to ſpeak thus of himſelf, even in his 
ET own 


and Apofileſhip of St. Paul 
on Vindication. When, in the ſame Epiſtle; 
and for the ſame Purpoſe, he mentiohs the 
Viſion he had of Heaven, how modeſtly does 
.he do it! Not in his own Name, but in the 
Third Perſon, 1 knew a Man in Cbriſt, &c. 
caught up into the third Heaven. And im- 
mediately after he adds, but now 1 forbear, 
teſt any Man ſhould think of me above that which 
be ſeeth me to be, or that he heareth of me. 
| How contrary is this to a Spirit of Vanity! 
how different from the Practice of enthuſia- 


2 Cor, xii. 
2. 


2 Cor. xii. 
6, 


ſtick Pretenders to Raptures and Viſions, who 
never think they can dwcll long enough upon 


thoſe Subjects, but fill whole Volumes with 


their Accounts of them] Yet St. Paul is not 


ſatisfied with this Forbearance; he adds the 
Confeſſion of ſome Infirmity, which he tells 
the Corintbians was given to him as an Al- 


loy, that he might not be above meaſure exalt- © 


ed through the Abundance of his Revelations. 
1 would alſo obſerve, that he ſays this Rap- 


2 Cor. xii. 


7 


ture, or Viſion of Paradiſe, happened to him 


above fourteen Years: before. Now, had it 
been the Effect of a meer enthuſiaſtical Fancy, 


can it be ſuppoſed that in ſo long a Period of 


Time, he would not have had many more 
| Raptures of the ſame Kind? Would not his 
ER, lmagina- 
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Imagination have been perpetually carrying 
him to Heaven, as we find St. Thereſa, St. 


and Lives. Bridget, and St. Catherine were carried by 


theirs? And if Vanity had been predominant 
in him, would he have remained fourteen 
Years in ablolute Silence upon ſo great a Mark 


of the Divine Favour? No, we ſhould cer- 


tainly have ſcen his Epiſtles filled with no- 


5, 11. 


thing elſe but long Accounts of theſe Viſions, 
Conferences with Angels, with Chrift, with 
God Almighty, myſtical Unions with God, 


and all that we read in the Works of thoſe 


fainted Euthuſiaſts, whom I have mentioned 


| before. But he only mentions this Viſion in 
2 Cor. xii. 
1 % . 


Anſwer to the falſe Teacher who had diſputed 
his Apoſtolical Power, and comprehends it 


all in three Sentences, with many Excuſes for 


being compelled to make any Mention of it at 
all. Nor does he take any Merit to himſelf, 
even from the Succeſs of thoſe Apoſtolical 
Labours which he principally boaſts of in this 


Epiſtle. For in a tormer one to the ſame 


Church he writes thus, Who then is Paul, 


and who is Apollas, but Minifters by whom 
ye believed, even as the Lord gave to every 
Man? I have planted, Apoilcs watered, but 
* God gave the Increaſe. So then neither is 

11 
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be that planteth any Thing, neither he that 


* watercth, but God that giveth the Increaſe. 
And in another Place of the ſame Epiſtle he 
ſays, By the Grace of God I am what I am, 


aanqd his Grace which was beſtowed upon me 


© was not in vain; but I laboured more abun- 
* dantly than they all: Yet not I, but the 
| © Grace of God which was with me.” 


I THINK it needleſs to give more Inſtancesof 
the Modeſty of St. Paul. Certain Iam, not one 
can be given that bears any Colour of Vanity, 
or that Vanity in particular which ſo ſtrongly 
appears in all Enthuſiaſts, of ſetting their imagi- 
nary Gifts above thoſe Virtues which make the 


1 Cor. xv. 
10. 


Eſſence of true Religion, and the real Excellency 


of a good Man, or, in the Scripture Phraſe, of a 


Saint. In his firſt Epiſtle to the Corinthians he 


hhas theſe Words, Though I ſpeak with the 


_ © Tongues of Men and of Angels, and have not 


Charity, I am become as ſounding Brals or a 
* tirkling Cymbal. And though I have the 
Gift of Prophecy, and underſtand all Myſte- 
© ries and all Knowledge, and though I have all 
Faith ſo that I could remove Mountains, and 

have no Charity, Iam nothing. And though 

1 beſtow all my Goods to feed the Poor, and 


1 Cor.x11, 
2; 3: 46 


F 2 © tho? 


n 
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| tho' 1 give my Body to be burned, and have 


© not Charity, it profiteth me nothing.” Is this 
the Language of Enthuſiaſm? Did ever Enthu- 


ſiaſt prefer that univerſal Benevolence which 


comprehends all moral Virtues, and which (as 


appears by the following Verles) is meant by 


Charity here; did ever Enthuſiaſt, I ſay, prefer 
that Benevolence to Faith and to Miracles, ro 
thoſe religious Opinions which he had embrac- 
ed, and to thole ſupernatural Graces and Gifts 
which he imagined he had acquired, nay even 
to the Merit of Martyrdom ? Is it not the Ge- 
nius of Enthuſiaſm to ſet moral Virtues infi- 

nitely below the Merit of Faith, and of all moral 


"Virtues to value that leaſt which is moſt particu- 
larly enforced by St. Paul, a Spirit of Candour, 
Moderation, and Peace? Certainly neither the 


Temper, nor the Opinions of a Man ſubject to 


fanatick Deluſions, are to be found in this Paſ- 

ſage; but it may be juſtly concluded, that he who 
could eſteem the Value of Charity ſo much above 
miraculous Gifts, could not have pretended to 


any ſuch Gifts if he had them not in Reality. 


si xe then it is manifeſt from the foregoing, 


Examination, that in St. Paul's Diſpoſition and 
Character thoſe Qualities do not occur which 


ſeem 


7 
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ſeem to be neceſſary to form an Enthuſiaſt, it 
muſt be reaſonable to conclude he was none. 


But allowing, for Argument's Sake, that all 


thoſe Qualities were to be found in him, or that 


the Heat of his Temper alone could be a ſuffi- 
cient Foundation to ſupport ſuch a Suſpicion; I 


| ſhall endeavour to prove, that he could not have 


impoſed on himſelf by any Power of Enthuſi- 


aſm, either in regard to the Miracle that cauſed 


his Converſion, or to the conſequential Effects 


of it, or to ſome other Circumſtances which he 
bears Teſtimony to in his Epiſtles. 


Tu Power of Imagination in enthuſiaſtical 


Minds is no doubt very ſtrong, but it always 


acts in Conformity to the Opinions imprinted 


upon it at the Time of its working, and can no 


more act againſt them, than a rapid River can 


carry a Boat againſt the Current of its own 
Stream. Now nothing can be more certain, 
than that when Saul ſet out for Damaſcus with 
an Authority from the Chief. Prieſts io bring the 
. Chriſtians which were there, bound to Jeruſalem, 


an Authority ſolicited by himſelf, and granted 


As ix. 


to him at his own earneſt Deſire, his Mind was 


ſtrongly poſſeſſed with Opinions againſt Chriſt 
and his Followers. To give thoſe Opinions a 


Fs more 
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more active Force his Paſſions at that time can- 


curred, being inflamed in the higheſt Degree by 
the irricatiog Conſciouſneſs of his paſt Conduct 
towards them, the Pride of ſupportinga Part he 


had voluntarily engaged in, and the Credit he 
found it procured him among the Chief Prieſts 
and Riers, whoſe Commiſſion he bore. 


Iłx, in ſuch a State and Temper of Mind, an 
enthuſiaſtical Man had imagined he ſaw a Viſion 


from Heaven denouncing the Anger of God 


againſt the Chriſtians, and commanding himto 
perſecute them without any Mercy, it might be 
accounted for by the natural Power of Enthu- 
ſiaſm. But that in the very Inſtant of his being | 
engaged in the fierceſt and hotteſt Perſecution 
againſt them, noCircumſtance having happen'd 
to change his Opinions, or alter the Bent of his 
Diſpoſition, he ſhould at once imagine himſelf 


called by a heavenly Viſion to be the Apoſtle of 
_ Chriſt, whom but a Moment before he deem'd 


an Impoſtor and a Blaſphemer, that had been 


juſtly put to Death on the Croſs, is in itſelf 
wholly incredible, and fo far from being a pro- 
bable Effect of Enthuſiaſm, that juſt a contrary 
Effect mult have been naturally produced by 


that Cauſe. The Warmth of his Temper carried 
5 5 him 
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him violently another Way; and whatever De- 


juſions his Imagination could raiſe to impoſe on 
his Reaſon, muſt have been raiſed at that Time 


agreeably to the Notions imprinted upon it, and 


by which it was heated to a Degree of Enthu- 


ſiaſm, not in direct Contradiction to all thoſe 
Notions, while they remained} in their full Force. 


Tus is fo clear a Propoſition, that I might 
reſt the whole Argument entirely upon it: But 
{till farther to ſhew that this Viſion could not be 
a Phantom of St. Paul's own creating, I beg 


Leave to obſerve, that he was not alone when 
he ſaw it: there were many others in Company. 


whoſe Minds were no better diſpoſed than his to 
the Chriſtian Faith. Could it be poſſible that 
the Imaginations of all theſe Men ſhould at the 
ſame time be ſo ſtrangely affected, as to make 
them believe that they ſaw a great Light ſhining 


about them, above the Brightneſs of the Sun at 


Neon: day, and heard the Sound of a Voice from Acts ix. z. 
Heaven, though not the Words which it ſpake, * 8 


when in reality they neither ſaw, nor heard any 
ſuch thing ? Could they be ſo infatuated with 
this Conceit of their Fancy, as to fall down 


Jrom their Horſes together with Saul, and be Ads .. 


wc through Frar, when nothing had hap- 
F4 pened 


14, ix. 7. 
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pened extraordinary either to them or to him 
eſpecially conſidering that this Apparition did 
not happen in the Night, when the Senſes 
are more caſily impoſed UPON, but at Mid- day? 


If a ſudden Frenzy had ſeized upon Saul, from 


any Diſtemper of Body or Mind, can we ſup- 


poſe his whole Company, Men of different 


Conſtitutions and Underſtandings, to have been 


at once affected in the ſame Manner with him, 


ſo that not the Diſtemper alone, but the Effects 
of it ſhould exactly agree? If all had gone mad 
together, would not the Frenzy of ſome have 
taken a different Furn, and preſented to them 
difterent Objects? This Suppoſition is ſo con- 
trary to Nature and all Poſſibility, that Unbe- 


ef muſt find ſome other Solution, or give up | 


the Point. 


T $HaLL ſuppoſe then, in order to try to 
account for this Viſion without a Miracle, that 
as Saul and his Company were journeying a- 
long in their Way to Damaſcus, an extraor- 


5 dinary Meteor did really happen which caſt 


a great Light, as ſome Meteors will do, at 


vhich they being affrighted fell to the Ground 


in the Manner related. This might be poſſi; 


ple; and Fear, grounded on Ignorance of ſuch 


Ss | 4 hæ I N- 
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Phænomena, might make them imagine it to 
be a Viſion from God. Nay even the Voice 
or Sound they heard in the Air, might be 


an Exploſion attending this Meteor, or at 


leaſt there are thoſe who would rather recur 
to ſuch a Suppoſition as this, however incre- 


dible, than acknowledge the Miracle. But 


how will this account for the diſtinct Words 


heard by St. Paul, to which he made Anſwer? 


How will it account for what follow'd upon 


it when he came to Damaſcus, agreeably to 


the Senſe of thoſe Words which he heard? 


Ho came Ananias to go to him there, and 
ſay, * Fe was choſen by God to know his 
Will, and fee that juſt One, and hear the 
Voice of his Mouth ??* Or why did he pro- 
poſe to him t be baptized? What Connection 
was there between the Meteor which Saul had 
ſeen, and theſe Words of Anamas ? Will ic 
be ſaid that Ananias was ſkilful enough to take 
Advantage of the Fright he was in at that Ap- 


pearance, in order to make him a Chriſtian : 


I 4. 


xxii. 16. 


on could Ananias inſpire him with a Viſion | 


in which he ſaw him before he came? If that 
Viſion was the Effect of Imagination, how was 
it verified ſo exactly in Fact? But allowing that 


he dreamt by Chance of Ananias's Coming, 


and 


Ads ix. 5 
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Acts ix. 


17, 18. 
xxii. 13. 


Adds ix. 


17. 
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and that Auanias came by Chance too, or, if 
you pleaſe, that, having heard of his Dream, he 


came to take Advantage of that, as well as of 


the Meteor which Saul had ſeen, will this get 
over the Difficulty ? No, there was more to be 


| done. Saul was ſtruck blind, and had been ſo 


for three Days. No had this Blindneſs been 
natural from the Effects of a Meteor or Light- 
ning upon him, it would not have been poſlible 


for Auanias to heal it, as we find that he did, 


meerly by putting his Handson him andSpeak- 
ing a few Words. I his undoubtedly ſurpaſs'd 
the Power of Nature; and if this was a Mi- 


racle, it proves theother to have been a Miracle 
too, and a Miracle done by the ſame Jeſus 


Chriſt. For Ananias, when he .healed Saul, 
ſpoke to him thus; Brotber Saul, the Lord, even 

Jeſus that appeared unto thee in the Way as 
thou cameſt, bas ſent me, that thou mig hleſt 
receive thy Sight, and be filled with 'the Holy 
Got. And that he ſaw Chrift both now 
and after this Time, appears not only by what 


he relates Ads xxii. 17, 18. but by other 
Paſſages in his Epiſtles, 1 Cor. ix, 1. xvi. 8. 


From him (as he aſſerts i in many Places of his. 


Epiſtles) he learn'd the Golpel by immediate 


| | Revelation, and by him he was ſent to the 


Gentiles, 
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Gentiles, Adds xxii. 31. xxiii. 11. Among thoſe 


Gentiles from Jeruſalem, and round about to 


. Hyricum, he preached the Goſpel of Chrift 
with mighty Signs and Wonders wrought by . 


the Power of the Spirit of God, to make them 


obedient to bis Preaching, as he teſtifies him- 
ſelf in his Epiſtle to the Romans, and of which 


a particular Account is given to us in the Acts 


of the Apoſtles; Signs and Wonders indeed, 
above any Power of, Nature to work, or of 
Impoſture to counterfeit, or of Enthuſiaſm to 


imagine. Now does not ſuch a Series of mi- 


raculous Acts, all conſequential to and depen- 
dent upon the firſt Revelation, put the Truth 
of that Revelation beyond all Poſſibility of 
Doubt or Deceit? And if he could fo have 
impoſed on himſelf as to think that he work'd 


them when he did not (which Suppoſition 
cannot be admitted, if he was not all that Time 


quite out of his Senſes), how could ſo diſtem- 


per d an Enthujiaſt make ſuch a Progreſs, as 
Ve know that he did, in converting the Gen- 


tile World? If the Difficulties which have 
been ſhewn to have obſtru ded that Work were 


| ſuch as the ableſt Impoſtor could not over- 
come, how much more inſurmountable were 


they to a Madman * A 
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Ir is a much harder Taſk for Unbelievers 
to account for the Succeſs of St. Paul, in 
preaching the Goſpel, upon the Suppoſition of 
his having been an Enthuſiaſt, than of his hav- 
ing been an Impoſtor. Neither of theſe Sup- 
poſitions can ever account for it; but the Im- 


poſſibility is more glaringly ſtrong in this Caſe 
than the other. I could enter into a particular 


Examination of all the Miracles recorded in 


the Acts to have been done by St. Paul, and 


- ſhew that they were not of a Nature in which 


Ads xiii. 


Enthuſiaſm, either in him, or the Perſons he 
work'd them upon, or the Spectators, could 
have any Part. I will mention only a few. 


When he told Eyymas the Sorcerer, at Paphos, 


before the Roman Deputy, that ihe Hand of 
God was upon him, and he ſhould be blind, not 
ſeeing the Sun for a Seaſon, and immediately there 


Fell on bim a Mift and a Darkneſs, and he went 


about ſecking ſome to lead him by the Hand, had 


Enthuſiaſm in the Doer or Sufferer any Share 


But the Effect upon Ehmas could not be cauſed 


in this Act? If Paul, as an Enthuſiaſt, had 


thrown out this Menace, and the Effect had 


not followed, inſtead of converting the De- 
puty, as we are told that he did, he would 
have drawn on himſelf his Rage and Contempt. 


by 


# 


and Apotleſhip of St. Paul: 
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by Enthuſiaſm in Paul; much leſs can it be 


imputed to an Enthuſiaſtick Belief in that Per- 
ſon himſelf, of his being ſtruck blind, when 
he was not, by thoſe Words of a Man whoſe 
Preaching he ſtrenuouſly and bitterly oppoſed. 
Nor can we aſcribe the Converſion of Sergius, 
which happened upon it, to any Enthuſiaſm. 


A Roman Proconſul was not very likely to be 


an Enthuſiaſt; but had he been one, he muſt 
have been bigoted to his own gods, and ſo 
much the leſs inclined to believe any miraculous 
Power in St. Paul. When at Troas, a young Man 
named Eutychus fell down from a high Window, 


while Paul was preaching, and was taken up. 


Acts. xx. 


9. 


dead. Could any Enthuſiaſm, either in Paul or 


the Congregation there preſent, make them 
believe, that by that Apoſtle's falling upon him 


and embracing bim, he was reſtored to Life? 


Or could he who was ſo reſtored contribute 


% 


any Thing to it himſelf, by any Power of his 


own Imagination? When, in the Iſle of Melita, Ads ch. 


where St. Paul was ſhipwrecked, there came a 
Viper and faſtened on his Hand, which he ſhook 
- off, and felt no Harm, was that an Effect of 
Enthuſiaſm ? An Enthuſiaſt might perhaps 
have been mad enough to hope for Safety 

ak e gagaii ſt 


. 


CIO IPO OE e eee 


| 
: 
' 
I 
8: 
BF 


94 


Obſervations on the Converſion 


againſt the Bite of a Viper without any Remedy 
being applied to ir, but would that Hope have 
prevented his Death? Or were the barbarous 


Iſlanders, to whom this Apoſtle was an abſo- 


lute Stranger, prepared by Enthuſiaſm to ex- 
pect and believe that any Miracle would be 
work' d to preſerve him? On the contrary, 


when they ſaw the Viper hang on his Hand, 


they ſaid among themſelves, No doubt this 


Mlan is a Murderer, whom, though he hath 
eſcaped the Sea, yet Vengeance ſuffereth not 


sto live.“ I will add no more inſtances: Theſe 
are ſufficient to ſhew that the Miracles told df 
St. Paul, can no more be aſcribed to Enthu- 


dam than to * 


Bor moreover, the Power of working Mi- 
tacles was not confined to St. Paul, it was alſo 
communicated to the Churches he planted in 


different Parts of the World. In many Parts of 
ji. bis firſt Epiſtle he tells the Corinihians, that 


they had among them many miraculous Graces 
and Gifts, and. gives them Directions for the 
more orderly Uſe of them in their Aſſemblies. 


Now I aſk, whether all that he ſaid upon that 


Head i is to be aſcribed to Enthuſiaſm? If the 


 Grinthiens 


and Apoſtleſhio of St, Pivi: 


Corintbians knew that they had among them 
no ſuch miraculous Powers, they muſt have 


regarded the Author of that Epiſtle as a Man 
out of his Senſes, inſtead of revering him as 
an Apoſtle of God. 


Ir, for Inſtance, a Quaker ſnould, in a Meet- 


ing of his own Sect, tell all the Perſons aſſem- 


bled there, that fo ſome among them was given 
the Gift of Healing by the Spirit of God, to 
others the Working of other Miracles, to others 


diverſe Kinds of Tongues, they would undoubt- 


| edly acccount him a Madman, becauſe they 


pretend to no ſuch Gifts. If indeed they were | 


only told by him that they were inſpired by the 
Spirit of God in a certain ineffable Manner, 
which they alone could underſtand, but which 
did not diſcover itſelf by any outward, diſtinct 
Operations, or Signs, they might miſtake the 
Impulſe of Enthuſiaſm for the Inſpiration of 


the Holy Ghoſt; but they could not believe, 
againſt the Conviction of their own Minds, that 
they ſpoke Tongues they did not ſpeak, or 
healed Diſtempers they did not heal, or worked 


other Miracles, when they worked none. If it 
be ſaid, the Corinthians might pretend to theſe 
| Powers, 
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Powers, though the Quakers do not, I aſk; 
whether in that Pretenſion they were Impoſ- 
tors, or only Enthuſiaſts ? If they were Impoſ- 


tors, and St. Paul was alſo ſuch, how ridiculous 


was ĩt for him toadviſe them, in an Epiſtle writ 
only to them, and for their own Uſe, not to va- 
lue themſelves too highly upon thoſe Gifts; to 
pray for one rather than another, and prefer 


Charity to them all ! Do Aſſociates in Fraud 


talk ſuch a Language to one another! But if 


we ſuppoſe their Pretenſion to all thoſe Gifts 


was an Effect of Enthuſiaſm, let us confider | 


how it was poſſible that he and they could be ſo 


cheated by that Enthuſiaſm, as to imagine 
they had ſuch Powers when they had not. 


* 


 SveposE that Enthuſiaſm could make a Man 
think, that he was able by a Word or a Touch 


to give Sight to the Blind, Motion to the 


Lame, or Life to the Dead: would that 
Conceit of his make the Blind ſee, the Lame 
walk, or the Dead revive ? And if it did not, 
how could he perſiſt in ſuch an Opinion, or 
upon his perliſting eſcape heing ſhut vp for a 


Madman? But ſuch a Madneſs could not in- 


fect ſo many at once, as St, Paul ſuppoſes at 
Corinth 


and Apoſileſhip of St. Pau n. | 
Corinth to have been endowed with the Gift 
of Healing, or any other miraculous Powers. 
One of the Miracles which they pretended to 
was the ſpeaking of Languages they never 
had learn'd. And St. Paul ſays, he poſſeſs'd 
this Gift more than tbem all. If this had been 
a Deluſion of Fancy, if they had ſpoke only 
Gibberiſh, or unmeaning Sounds, it would 
ſoon have appear'd when they came to make 
uſe of it where it was neceſſary, viz. in con- 
verting thoſe who underſtood not any Lan- 
guage they naturally ſpoke. St. Paul particu- 
larly, who travell'd fo far upon that Deſign, 


and had ſuch Occaſion to uſe it, muſt ſoon 


have diſcover'd that this imaginary Gift of the 
Spirit was no Gift at all, but a ridiculous In- 
ſtance of Frenzy, which had poſſeſs'd both him 
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1 Cor. xiv. 


18. 


and them. But if thoſe he ſpoke to in diverſe 


Tongues underſtood what he ſaid, and were 
converted to Chriſt by that Means, how could 


it be a Deluſion ? Of all the Miracles recorded 


in Scripture, none are more clear from any 


| poſſible Imputation of being the Effect of an 
Enthuſiaſtick Imagination than this. For how 
could any Man thick that he had it, who had 


it not; or if he did think fo, not be undeceived 
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when he came to put his Gift to the Proof! ? 
Accordingly 1; do not find ſuch a Power to 
have been ever pretended to by any Enthu- 
ſiaſt ancient or modern. N 


Ix then St. Paul and the Church of Corinth 


were not deceived in aſcribing to themſelves 


this miraculous Power, but really had it, there 
is the ſtrongeſt Reaſon to think, that neither 
were they deceived in the other Powers to 


- which they pretended, as the ſame Spirit which 


gave them that, equally could, and probably 


| would, give them the others, to ſerve the ſame 
holy Ends for which that was given. And by 
cConſequence St. Paul was no Enthuſiaſt in what 
he wrote upon that Head to the Corinthians, 


nor in other ſimilar Inſtances where he aſcribes 


to himſelf, or to the Churches he founded, any 
ſupernatural Graces and Gifts. Indeed they 


who would impute to Imagination Effects ſuch 


as thoſe which St. Paul imputes to the Power 
of God attending his Miſſion, muſt aſcribe to 
| Imagination the ſame Omnipotence which * | 


aſcribes to God. 


Havi thus, I flatter myſclf, ſatisfacto- 


rily ſhewn that St. Paul could not be an En- 
thuſiaſt, 


| and PR of St. Pa ut. 


thuſiaſt, who by the Force of an venta 


Imagination impoſed i on himſelf, I am next to 
enquire whether he was deceived by the Fraud 
of others, and whether all that he ſaid of him- 
. ſelf can be imputed to the Power of that De- 

ceit? But I need ſay little to ſhew the Abſur- 
dity of this Suppoſition. It was morally im- 


* 


poſſible for the Diſciples of Chriſt, to conceive. | 


ſuch a Thought as that of turning his Perſe- 
cutor into his Apoſtle, and to do this by a 
Fraud in the very Inſtant of his greateſt Fury 
_ againſt them and their Lord. But could they 
have been ſo extravagant as to conceive ſuch a 


| Thought, it was phyſically impoſſible for them * 


to execute it in a Manner we find his Conver- 
ſion to have been effected. Could they pro- 
duce a Lightinthe Air which at Mid-day was 
brighter than that of the Sun ? Could they 
make Saul hear Words from out of that Light 
which were not heard by the reſt of the Com- 

pany? Could they make him blind for three 
Days after that Viſion, and then make Scales 
fall off from his Eyes, and r« ſtore him to his 
Sight by a Word? Beyond Diſpute, no Fraud 


Acts Kits 
g9. | 


could do thele Things; but much leſs ſtill could 
the Fraud of others produce thoſe Miracles ſub- 


ſequent to his Converſion, in which he was not 
| 8 paaſſive, 
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paſſive, but active, which he did himſelf, and 
appeals to in his Epiſtles as Proofs of his Di- 
vine Miſſion. I ſnall then take it for granted 


| | that he was not deceived by the Fraud of 


others, and that what he ſaid of himſelf cannot 


be imputed to the Power of that Deceit, no 


more than to wilful Impoſture, or to Enthu- 


ſiaſin; and then it follows, that what he re- 


lated to have been the Cauſe of his Converſion, 


- and] to have happened in Conſequence of it, 


did all really happen, and therefore the Chriftian 
Religion is Divine Revelation. | 


THrarT that Concluſion * fairly and unde- 


niably drawn from the Premiſſes, I think muſt 


be owned, unleſs ſome probable Cauſe can be 


aſſigned, to account for thoſe Facts ſo authenti- 
cally related in the Acts of the A poſtles, and at- 
teſted in his Epiſtles by St. Paul himſelf, „other 
than any of thoſe which I have conſidered and 
this I am confident cannot be done. It muſt 


be therefore accounted for by the Power of 
God. That God ſhould work Miracles for the 


Eſtabliſhment of a moſt holy Religion, which, 
from the inſuperable Difficulties that ſtood in 


the Way of it, could not have eſtabliſhed itſelf | 


without ſuch an n Aſſiſtance, is no way repug- 


nannt 


and Apoſileſpip of St. Pa ur. 
nant to human Reaſon : But that without 
any Miracle ſuch Things ſhould have hap- 
pened as no adequate natural Cauſes can be 
aſſigned for, is what human Reaſon cannot | 
believe. 


To impute them to Magick, or the Power 


of Dzmons (which was the Reſource of the 


Heathens and Fews againſt the Notoriety of the 
Miracles performed by Cbriſt and his Diſci- 


ples), is by no means agreeable to the Notions 
of thoſe who in this Age diſbelieve Chriſti- 


anity. It will therefore be needleſs to ſnew the 


Weakneſs of that Suppoſition: But that Sup- 


poſition itſelf is no inconſiderable Argument 


of the Truth of the Facts. Next to the Apoſ- 
tles and Evangeliſts, the ſtrongeſt Witneſſes of 
the undeniable Force of that Truth are Celſus 
and Julian, and other ancient Opponents of 
the Chriſtian Religion, who were obliged to 
ſolve what they could not contradict, by ſuch 
an irrational and abſurd Imagination. 


Tux Diſpute was not then between Faith 


and Reaſon, but between Religion and Super- 
ſition. Superſtition aſcribed to cabaliſtical 
Names, or magical Secrets, ſuch Operations 

G 3 5 as 
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as carried along with them evident Marks of 


the Divine Power : Religion aſcribed them to 
God, and Reaſon . e itſelf on that Side 
of the Queſtion. Upon what Grounds then 


can we now overturn that Deciſion ? Upon 
v hat Grounds can we reject the unqueſtionable 


Teſtimony given by St. Paul, that he was 
called by God to be a Diſciple and Apoſtle 
of Chriſt ? It has been ſhewn that we cannot 
impute it either to Enthuſiaſm or Fraud; 

how ſhall we then reſiſt the Conviction of 


ſuch a Proof? Does the Doctrine he preached 


contain any Precepts againſt the Law of Mo- 


rality, that natural Law written by God in the | 


Hearts of Mankind? If it did, I confeſs that 
none of the Arguments I have made uſe of 


could prove ſuch a Doctrine to come from 
bim. But this 1s ſo far from being the Caſe, - 
| that even thoſe who reject Chriſtianity as a 


Divine Revelation, acknowledge the Morals 
delivered by Chriſt and by his Apoſtles to be | 


' worthy of God. Is it then on account of the 


Myſteries in the Goſpel that the Facts are de- 
nied, though ſupported by Evidence which in 
all other Caſes would be allowed to contain 


the cleareſt Conviction, and cannot in this be 
rejected without reducing the Mind to a State 


* 


ad Heli bp of St. Paul: 
of abſolute Scepticiſm, and overturning thoſe: 
Rules by which we judge of all Evidence, and 
of the Truth or Credibility of all other Facts? 
But this is plainly to give up the Uſe of our 
Underſtanding where we are able to ule it molt 


properly, in order to apply it to Things of 


which it is not a competent Judge. The Mo- 
tives and Reaſons upon which Divine Wiſdom 


may think proper to act, as well as the Man- 


ner in which it acts, mult often lie out of the 
Reach of our Underſtanding ; but the Motives, 


and Reaſons of human Actions, and the Man- 


ner in which they are performed, are all in the 


Sphere of human Knowledge, and upon them 
we may judge, with a well- grounded Confi- 
dence, when they are fairly propoſed to our, 


Con ſideration. 


Ir i is incomparably more probable chat a Re- 
velation from God concerning the Ways of his 


Providence, ſhould contain in it Matters above 


the Capacity of our Minds to comprehend, than 
that St. Paul, or indeed any of the other Apo- 
ſtles, ſnould have acted, as we know that they 


did, upon any other Foundations than certain 


Knowledge of Chriſt's being riſen from the 


Dead; or ſhould have ſucceeded 1 in the Work 
5 4 they 
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Obſervations on the Converſion 
they undertook, without the Aid of miraculous 
Powers. Tothe former of theſe Propoſitions I 
may give my Aſſent without any direct Oppo- 


ſition of Reaſon to Faith; but in admitting the 


latter I muſt believe againſt all thoſe Probabi - 
lities that are the rational Grounds of Aſſent. 
Non do they who reject the Chriſtian Reli- | 
gion becauſe of the Difficulties which occur in 
its Myſteries, conſider how far that Obje&ion 
will go againſt other Syſtems both of Religion 
and of Philoſophy, which they themſelves-pro- 


feſs to admit. There are in Deiſin itſelf, the moſt 


ſimple of all religious Opinions, ſeveral Diffi- | 


culties, for which human Reaſon can but ill ac- 


count; which may therefore be not improperly 
ſtiled Articles of Faith. Such is the Origin of 
Evil under the Government of an all- good and 
all- powerful God; a Queſtion ſo hard, that the 
Inability of ſolving it in a ſatisfactory Manner 


to their Apprehenſions, has driven ſome of the 


greateſt Philoſophers into the manſtrous and 


ſenſeleſs Opinions of Manicbeiſin and Atheiſm. 


Letter to 


Mr. Moly - 


neux, p. 
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Such is the reconciling the Preſcience of God 


vith the Free- will of Man, which, after much 


Thought on the Subject, Mr. Locke fairly con- 
feſſes he could not do, though he acknowledged 
1 ID "> "Rats 
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and Apoſtleſhip of St. Pa ui. 


both; and what Mr. Locke could not do, in 


105 


reaſoning upon Subjects of a metaphyſical 


Nature, I am apt to think, few Men, if any, 


can hope | to perform. 


Suck is * * Creation of the World at 


any ſuppoſed Time, or the Eternal Production 
of it from God; it being almoſt equally hard, 

according to meer Philolophical Notions, either x 

to admit that the Goodneſs of God could re- 


main unexerted through all Eternity before the 


Time of ſuch a Creation, let it be ſet back ever 


ſo far, or to conceive an Eternal Production, 


which Words, ſo applied, are inconſiſtent and 
- contradictory Terms; the Solution commonly 

given by a Compariſon to the Emanation of 
I ight from the Sun not being adequate to it, 


or juſt; for Light is a Qualit inherent in Fire, 


and naturally emaning from it; whereas Mat- 
ter is not a Quality inherent or emaning from 


the Divine Eſſence, but of a different Subſtance 


and Nature, and if not independent and ſelf- 


exiſting, muſt have been created by a meer Act 


of the Divine Will; and if created, then not 
eternal, the Idea of Creation implying a Time 
when the Subſtance created did not exiſt. But if, 
do get rid of this Difficulty, we have recourſe, 
as 
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| as many of the ancient Philoſophers had, to the 


independent Exiftence of Matter, then we muſt 
admit Two Self-exiſting Principles, which is quite 
inconſiſtent with genuine Theiſm, or Natural 
Reaſon. Nay, could that be admitted, it would 
not yet clear up the Doubt, unleſs we ſuppoſe 
not only the Eternal Exiſtence of Matter, inde- 
pendent of God, but that it was from Eternity 


in the Order and Beauty we ce it in now, with- 


out any Agency of the Divine Power; otbher- 

wiſe the ſame Difficulty will always occur, why 
it was not before put into that Order and State 
of Perfection; or how the Goodneſs of God 


could ſo long remain in a State of Inaction, un- 


exerted and unemployed. For were the Time of 
ſuch an Exertion of it put back ever lo far, if, 
inſtead of five or ſix thouſand Years, we were 
to ſuppoſe Millions of Millions of Ages4to | 
have paſſed fince the World * was reduced out 


of a Cbaos to an harmonious and regular Form, 


ſtill a whole Eternity muſt have preceded that 
Date, during which the Divine Attributes did 


not exert themſelves in that beneficent Work, 


* By the World I do not mean this Earth alone, but 


the whole material Univerſe, with all its Inhabitants, 
Even created Spirits fall under the ſame Reaſoning ; for 
they mult alio have had a Beginning, and before that B.. 


ginuing an Eternity muſt have preceded. 


ſo 


and Apoſtleſtip of St. Pa ut. 
ſo ſuitable to them that the Conjectures of 
human Reaſon can find no Cauſe for its be- 
ing delayed. "2408 


Bur becauſe of theſe Difficulties, or any 
other that may occur in the Syſtem of Deiſm, 
no wiſe Man will deny the Being of God, or 
his infinite Wiſdom, Goodneſs, and Power, which 
are proved by ſuch Evidence as carries the 
cleareſt, and ſtrongeſt Conviction, and cannot 
be refuſed without involving the Mind in far 
greater Difficulties, even in downright Abſurdi- 
ties and Impoſſibilities. The only Part there- 

fore that can be taken is, to account in the 
beſt Manner that our weak Reaſon is able to 
do, for ſuch ſeeming Objections; and where 
| that fails, to acknowledge its Weakneſs, and 
acquieſee under the Certainty, that our very 
imperfet Knowledge or Judgment cannot 
be the Meaſure of the Divine Wiſdom, or the 
univerſal Standard of Truth. So likewiſe it 
is with reſpect to the Chriſtian Religion. Some 
- Difficulties occur in that Revelation, which hu- 
man Reaſon can hardly clear ; but as the 
Truth of it ſtands upon Evidence fo ſtrong 
and convincing, that it cannot be denied 
without much greater Difficulties than thoſe. 
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Obſervations on the Conver fron. 
that attend the Belief of it, as I have before 
endeavoured to prove, we ought not to reject 
it upon ſuch Objections, however mortifying 
they may be to our Pride. That indeed 
would have all things made plain to us; but 


God has thought proper to proportion our 
Knowledge to our Manis, not our Pride. All 


that concerns our Duty is clear; and as to other 
Points either of natural or revealed Religion, 


if he has left ſome Obſcurities in them, is that 
any reaſonable Cauſe of Complaint? Not to 


rejoice in the Benefit of what he has graciouſly | 
allowed us to know, from a preſumptuous Dil- 


__ _ guſt at our Incapacity of knowing more, is 


as abſurd as it would be to refuſe to wall, be- 
cauſe we cannot fly. 


*- From the arrogant Ignorance of metaphy- 
fical Reaſonings, aiming at Matters above our 


Knowledge, aroſe all the ſpeculative Impiety, 
and many of the worſt Superſtitions of the 


old Heathen World, before the Goſpel was 
preach'd to bring Men back again to the pri- 


mitive Faith; and from the ſame Source have 
fince flowed ſome of the greateſt Corruptions 


of the Evangelical Truth, and the moſt in- 


veterate Prejudices againſt it: an Effect juſt 


and Apoſtleſhip of St. Pao. 
as natural as for our Eyes to grow weak, and 
cven blind, by being ſtrained to look at Obe- 
jects too diſtant, or not made for them to 
ſes, 5 Af 5 


An then our intellectual Faculties of no 
Uſe in Religion? Yes undoubtedly, of the moſt 


neceſſary Uſe, when rightly employed. The 
proper Employment of them is to diſtinguiſh 
its genuine Doctrines from others erroneouſly 


or corruptly aſcribed to it; to conſider the 
Importance and Purport of them, with the 
Connection they bear to one another; but firſt 
of all to examine with the ſtricteſt Attention 
the Evidence by which Religion is proved, 


internal as well as external. If the external 


Evidence be convincingly ſtrong, and there 
is no internal Proof of its Falſhood, but 


much to ſupport and confirm its Truth, then 
ſurely no Difficulties ought to prevent our 


giving a full Aſſent and Belief to it. It is 


our Duty indeed to endeavour to find the 
beſt Solutions we can to them; but where 
no ſatisfactory ones are to be found, it is no 


leſs our Duty to acquieſce with Humility, 


and believe that to be right which we know is 


above 


ang. ˙ 
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Clouds of Doubt, ſo is the Light of our Rea- 
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above us, and belonging to a Wiſdom ſuperior 


to ours. 


Non let it be ſaid, that this will be an Ar- 
gument for the admitting all Doctrines, how- 


ever abſurd, that may have been grafted upon 


the Chriſtian Faith. Thoſe which can plain- 
ly be proved not 10 belong to it, fall not un- 
der the Reaſoning I have laid down (and 

certainly none do belong to it which contra- 
dict either our clear, intuitive Knowledge, or 
the evident Principles and Didtates of Reaſon). 
I ſpeak only of Difficulties which attend the 


| Belief of the Goſpel in ſome of its pure and 


eſſential Doctrines, plainly and evidently de- 
livered there, which, being made known to 
us by a Revelation ſupported by Proofs that 
our Reaſon ought to admit, and not being ſuch 
Things as it can cer/ainly know 40 be falſe, muſt 
be received by it as Ołjedis of Faith, though 
they are ſuch as it could not have diſcovered 
by any natural Means, and ſuch as are dif- 
ficult to be conceived, or ſatisfactorily ex- 


plained, by its limited Powers. If the glorious 


Light of the Goſpel be ſometimes overcaſt with 


fm 


and Apoſtleſhip of St. Paul. 


en too. But ſhall we deprive ourſelves of 


the Advantage of either, becauſe thoſe Clouds 
cannot perhaps be entirely removed while we 


remain in this mortal Life? Shall we obſti- 
nately and frowardly ſhut our Eyes againſt 
that Day-ſpring from en high that has viſited 


1, becauſe we are not as yet able to bear the 


full Blaze of his Beams ? Indeed, not even in 
Heaven itſelf, not in the higheſt State of Per- 
fection to which a Finite Being can ever at- 
tain, will all the Counſels of Providence, all 
the Height and the Depth of the infinite Wiſ- 


dom of God, be ever diſcloſed or underſtood. 


Faith even then will be neceſſary ; and there 


will be Myſteries which cannot be penetrated 
by the moſt exalted Archangel, and Truths 


which cannot be known by him otherwiſe than 
from Revelation, or believed upon any other 
Ground of Aﬀent than a ſubmiſſive Confi- 
dence in the Divine Wiſdom. What, then, 
ſhall Man preſume that his weak and narrow 
Underſtanding is ſufficient to guide him 1 


all Truth, without any need of Revelation 


or Faith ? Shall he complain that the Ways of 
God are not like his Ways, and paſt his finding 
out ? True Philoſophy, as well as true Chri- 


7 ſtanity, 
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ſtianity, would teach us a wiſer and modeſter i 
Part. It would teach us to be content within 
thoſe Bounds which God has aſſign'd to us, 


Cor. x. g. caſting down Imaginations, and every high Thing 


that-exalteth itſelf againſt the Knowledge of God, 
and bringing into Captivity every 7 * to the 
Meer of Chri iſt. 


. 


